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LITTLE MAID MARY 


WHAT IS HUMOR IF NOT A PAT WAY 
of meeting a situation, coming with 
an amount of unexpectedness? As 
when the biter is bitten? Or the 
gloating victor is vanquished in the 
very act of his triumphing? Or 
might is turned back by insignifi- 
cant means? 


Such is the humor of God when 
the enemies of eternal truth and of 
truth revealed, in their idle wisdom 
conspire against him and his Christ: 
“He who dwells in Heaven, laughs 
and makes sport of them” (Ps.). 


The proudest of all God’s 
creatures, Lucifer, took credit to 
himself as if he had through the co- 
operation of Mother Eve frustrated 
God’s plans regarding mankind. 
But God promptly let him know that 
a woman, who proved to be scarce- 
ly more than a girl, should defeat 
all his schemes as the officially ap- 
pointed champion of the human race 
against him. She should crush his 
head.even while he lay in wait for 
her heel. God made sport of him, 
defeating him through the very 
means through which he believed he 
had defeated God. 


It is God’s way to foil wisdom 
with folly, and strength with weak- 
ness, and guile with simplicity. 
What prospect had Maid Mary of 
Nazareth of ever being heard of in 


the world’s history? Yet in a very 
real sense she is now the queen of 
all the earth, and of Heaven too! 


And no queen ever had the re- 
sources at her command that Mary 
has. Her litany tells what titles 
she has earned in the gratitude of 
the faithful for favors conferred on 
soul and body of the faithful. And 
not a title of the litany, and many 
others besides, but has its shrine 
and its special devotion approved by 
deathless experience, all generations 
calling her blessed. She mediates 
all grace to us. 


In her person, too, as well as in 
her official capacity as champion 
against the Devil and as the Help 
of Christians, Mary is God’s master- 
piece among mere mortals. Yes, 
while inferior to the angels in na- 
ture, God has made her superior to 
them in grace. She is full of the 
grace and favor of God: conceived 
immaculate as God meant us all to 
be; growing in grace as she grew in 
loving service of God — our Lord 
on one occasion indicated that by 
reason of her service she was 
mother and brother and sister and 
everything at once to him; virgin 
and mother in one, saved exclusively 
for God, and yet blessing the world 
with the fruit of her womb as it 
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was given to no other woman to 
bless the world. 


Little Maid Mary of Nazareth! 
Earth’s greatest because most gen- 
‘uine reason for boasting! Earth’s 
least become Creation’s glory! 
Earth’s mighty ones, and Hell’s too, 
shamed and paling before her! 
Heaven’s mighty ones along with 
Earth’s saints lovingly venerating 
her as mother and queen! Little 
Maid Mary of Nazareth! 


God can do things like that. He 
does things like that. Loves to do 
things like that. Singling out the 
little to put the mighty to confusion. 
In that way he selected plain fish- 
ermen and day laborers to be the 
foundation of his Church. “Fear 
not, little flock, it has pleased your 
Father to give you a kingdom.” 
Their names are in benediction to- 
day. The names of Rome’s puissant 
emperors and conquering generals 
leave us cold. 


No flesh is to glory in the sight 
of God. They are to know that he 
needs none of them, and that when 
he employs them, they are the in- 
struments in his hand and not the 
performers in their own right. So 
might a dummy take credit for the 
wiles and guile of his master’s cast 
voice; whereas truly left to itself, 
the dummy cuts only a silly figure. 


Yet still do the rulers and the 
mighty ones of the earth rise up 
against God and his Anointed, a- 
gainst Christ and his Church. And 
‘£ they succeed for a while in record- 
ing something other than utter fail- 
ure with the means and the mind 
God lends them, they imagine they 
have God on high himself routed 
and on the run. Dominus illudit 
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eis — but God makes sport of them. 
On earth, and while time lasts, God 
has his Gedeons and Davids and 
Judiths to rout mighty hosts, his 
insignificant Francises from insig- 
nificant Assisi to change the com- 
plexion of the world, his Little 
Flowers to be patrons for Godless 
Russia. There will come a time, 


when time shall be no more, in- 


which he will talk to enemy hosts in 
his anger, and in his fury appall 
them. For the time being, he just 
laughs at them, with the little things 
he uses in order to upset their cal- 
culations. 

Little Maid Mary of Nazareth! 
She is not only a potent fact in the 
economy of salvation and in the his- 
tory of creation. She is alsoa 
symbol — of the patient humor of 
God. She is our life, our sweetness, 
and our hope — she whom but for 
the condescending ways of God we 
should now not even know of, much 
less be giving her a thought. No- 
thing quite so little could have been 
selected for a dignity and trust quite 
so great. 

Is there ever any reason to be al- 
armed, to give way to doubt and 
Misgivings, when truth, justice, and 
virtue seem to lose out? When 
Faith and Church are oppressed and 
all but suppressed? When odds of 
number, might and shrewdness are 
aggressively arrayed against God’s 
cause and following? 

Little Maid Mary is the answer 
— God’s little game with man’s con- 
ceits! He has glorified her above 
them all with grace. He has ar- 
rayed her above them all with power 
and patronage. 


queen of Heaven and Earth, cham- | 


pion against all the hosts of evil.® 


ia 
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He has made her | 
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OUR LADY’S SEVEN JOURNEYS 


AN APPEALING 
NEW DEVOTION 


IN THE STREETS OF FIFTH-CENTURY 
Rome a picture of our Lady and the 
child Jesus was found one day, and 
a special shrine was built for it. 
The picture is called the Madonna 
della Strada — Our Lady of the 
Way. St. Ignatius of Loyola 
cherished a special devotion to our 
Lady under this title, and the order 
which he founded has followed his 
example. 

The Madonna della Strada is now 
in the Gesu at Rome, and the Society 
of Jesus has a special Office and 
Mass in honor of Our Lady of the 
Way. The Gospel of the Mass is 
the account of the flight into Egypt. 
Benjamin Musser’s Kyrie Eleison 
— Two Hundred Litanies (Magni- 
ficat Press, Manchester N. H., 
1944) contains a section on Aspira- 
tions to Our Lady of the Way with 
an informative explanatory note 
(pp 108-109). 

Origin 

AS FAR AS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
ascertain, however, our Lady had 
not been proposed as patron of 
travelers until a few years ago when 
Fr. Giles Lawlor O.F.M. built a 
shrine to Our Lady of the Highway 
at Singac New Jersey, and had a 
medal on the subject designed and 
struck by St. Anthony’s Guild Press, 
Paterson N. J. 

Since then shrines of Our Lady of 
the Highways have been erected by 
Msgr. Robert Sherry in Cincinnati, 
by Father McDowell at Morrisville, 
_N. Y., and by Father George Kettell 
in St. Mary’s Church at Rochester, 
N. Y. A fifth shrine is now being 
erected at Allegany, N. Y. on High- 
way 1. 

A natural development of the de- 
votion to Our Lady of the Highway 
is the devotion to the Seven Jour- 
neys of Our Lady. The present 


BY FR. MARION HABIG 
O.F.M. (5) 


article has been prepared at the sug- 


gestion of Fr. Giles Lawlor O.F.M., 
and with his assistance. 

Well known is the devotion to the 
Seven Sorrows of Our Lady, and, in 
the Franciscan Order at. least, the 
devotion to the Seven Joys of Our 
Lady. To St. Bernardin of Siena 
we are indebted for calling our at- 
tention to the Seven Words of 
Mary; Fr. Thomas Plassmann O.F. 
M. has presented and developed the 
thoughts of St. Bernardin in a beau- 
tiful St. Anthony Guild Press pam- 
phlet, The Seven Words of Mary, A 
Woman’s Golden Diadem. 

Now we venture to speak of the 
Seven Journeys of Our Lady. It so 
happens that the Gospels make 
special mention of just seven jour- 
neys of Our Lady: 


1. Our Lady’s journey to her 
cousin Elizabeth (the Visitation) ; 
2. Our Lady’s journey to Bethle- 
hem (the Nativity); 3. Our Lady’s 
journey to the Temple (the Purifi- 
cation); 4. Our Lady’s journey to 
Kgypt (the Flight to Egypt); 5. 
Our Lady’s journey to Jerusalem 
(when Jesus was twelve years old) ; 
6. Our Lady’s journey to the mar- 
riage feast at Cana; 7. Our Lady’s 
journey to Calvary. 


The Journey of the Visitation 


THE YOUTHFUL VIRGIN MARY IS 
in her home in the town of Nazar- 
eth. It is a proverbially insignifi- 
cant town, perched on a side of a hill 
in the southern part of Galilee, a- 
bout fifteen miles west of the lake 
of the same name. 

The Virgin Mary is “betrothed to 
aman named Joseph of the house of 
David.” Her parents, Joachim and 
Anne, already advanced in age when 
she was born, have probably died 
some years previously. 

. The Archangel Gabriel appears to 
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Mary and announces to her that she 
has been selected by the Holy Trin- 
ity to become the Mother of Jesus, 
the promised Messias, the Divine 
Redeemer of the human race. She, 
who is “full of grace and blessed 
among women,” is to become a 
mother and yet remain a virgin; for 
the Holy Spirit will come upon her 
and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow her, and she will 
give birth to a son who will be called 
Jesus, the Son of God. 


Mary acquiesces, and the Word is 
made flesh, and comes to dwell a- 
mong us. 


To confirm and reward Mary’s 
faith, the Archangel Gabriel gives 
her a sign that will be easy to veri- 
fy: “Behold, Elizabeth thy kins- 
woman also has conceived a son in 
her old age, and she who was called 
barren is now in her sixth month; 
for nothing shall be impossible with 
God.” 


The angel departs. Mary is a- 
lone once more. Her soul is filled 
with inexpressible, humble joy. 
But the exalted dignity to which 
she has just been raised, does not 
prevent her, the handmaid of the 
Lord, from thinking of others — of 
her aged cousin Elizabeth, who in 
three months will give birth to 
John, the precursor of the Savior. 


Although she is the Mother of 
God, she will visit Elizabeth, con- 
gratulate her, and assist her in the 
household chores. Did not the 
archangel suggest as much when 
he revealed Elizabeth’s secret to 
her? ‘Now in those days Mary a- 
rose and went with haste into the 
hill country, to a town of Juda. 
And she entered the house of 
Lachary and saluted Elizabeth. 
... And Mary remained with Eliza- 
beth about three months and return- 
ed to her own house.” 


The journey of the Visitation was 
a long journey for that age and 
country. While Mary’s home is in 
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northern Palestine, that of Eliza- 
beth is in the southern part of the 
land, in a town of Judea, near Jeru- 
salem. According to a tradition it 
was in the town of Ain Karim, six 
miles west of the Holy City. 

The Magnificat 

THE DISTANCE FROM NAZARETH TO 
Ain Karim is about the same as 
from Milwaukee to Chicago. But 
for Mary there are no railways or 
cars or airplanes. She must travel 
some seventy miles on foot, and it 
takes about four days. Each day 
she walks about eighteen miles, and 
three nights she must spend in a 
wayside inn. She makes the jour- 
ney unescorted, but she is not alone 
— Jesus is with her. 

Suppose she leaves Nazareth on 
Monday morning. She walks from 
town to town all day, and the next 
day, and the day after, and another 
day, arriving at Ain Karim at least 
by sundown on Thursday, 
travels with haste and does not 
tarry unnecessarily on the way; but 
as she passes through Jerusalem, 
she probably makes a visit to the 
Temple. 

What a happy meeting, what a 
surprise for Elizabeth, as Mary 
enters her house. As Mary greets 
her cousin, the infant John leaps for 
joy in his mother’s womb. 

Probably another reason why 
Mary undertook the arduous jour- 
ney of the Visitation, was to tell her 
elder relative about her own secret. 
But itis notnecessary to do so. 


Klizabeth at once recognized Mary | 


as the Mother of God: “Blessed art 


She — 


thou among women, and blessed is 


the fruit of thy womb! 


my Lord should come to me?” 


Mary replies with the inspired 
words of that magnificent canticle } 
“My f 


of praise, the Magnificat: 
soul magnifies the Lord, and my 


spirit rejoices in God my Savior, be- } 


cause he has regarded the lowliness 
of his handmaid; for behold, hence- 


forth all generations shall call me by 


And how 
have I deserved that the mother of - . 


) 


: 
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blessed because he who is mighty, 
has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name.” 


The Benedictus 


PoOR ZACHARY, ALAS, IS MUTE. 
He cannot speak, because, unlike 
Mary, he did not at first believe the 
words of the Archangel when the 
latter announced the birth of John 
the Baptist. 


Mary stays in the home of Eliza- 
beth for about three months, pro- 
bably until the birth of John, who 
was filled with the Holy Spirit even 
from his mother’s womb, and who 
will prepare the way for the prom- 
ised Messias in the spirit and power 
of Elias. Probably Mary staid 
also till the circumcision of John 
eight days later. 


Thus Mary is among the kinsfolk 
and neighbors who rejoice with 
Elizabeth when they hear that the 
Lord has magnified his mercy to- 
wards her. And she hears Zach- 
ary, his tongue now loosed, begin- 
ning to speak, and blessing God in 
that great canticle of the Benedic- 
tus. She hears him expressing his 
joy for the sublime mission of his 
son and his thanks to God for send- 
ing the Messias: “Blessed be the 
Lord, the God of Israel, because he 
has visited and redeemed his people, 
and has raised up a horn of salva- 
tion for us, in the house of David 
his servant.” 


The house of David is the family 
to which Mary belongs. Zachary 
too knows that Mary is the mother 
of the Redeemer, “. . . because of the 
loving-kindness of our God, where- 
with the Orient from on high has 
visited us, to shine on those who sit 
in darkness and the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” 


To guide our feet into the way of 
peace! No wonder the Church has 
chosen the Benedictus as the special 
prayer of travelers. A prayer for 
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our journey through this vale of 
tears to our home in Heaven. A 
prayer too for our little journeys 
from place to place during our 
earthly sojourn. 

Then Mary said goodbye to her 
happy relatives, Elizabeth and 
Zachary and their little son John, 
and made the four-day journey 
back to her home in Nazareth. 

Many are the lessons we can learn 
for the good of our soul from the 
round trip journey of Our Lady 
from Nazareth to Ain Karim. 
There are faith and trust in the 
words and promises of God. There 
are humility and charitable service 
of our fellow men no matter to what 
position of prominence we may be 
promoted. There is humble 
thanksgiving to the Most High for 
the countless blessings which he be- 
stows on us and which we so easily 
take for granted. There is uncom- 
plaining patience in putting up with 
the little hardships and inconven- 
iences which fall to our lot on our 
journey through life and our jour- 
ney during life. 


The Journey at the Nativity 


Mary IS BACK IN THE SOLITUDE OF 
her home at Nazareth. Though she 
was betrothed to Joseph already at 
the time of the Annunciation, she 
had not told him about the arch- 
angel’s message. In his own good 
time God himself would reveal the 
wonderful secret to Joseph. 

According to the Jewish marriage 
law, there was an interval, usually 
a year, between betrothal and mar- 
riage (“the taking home’), and dur- 
ing this interval the bride lived in 
seclusion at her own home. Be- 
trothal, however, was more than an 
engagement; it was practically the 
equivalent of marriage in our sense 
of the word. 

Now, about a half year after 
Mary’s return from Ain Karim, 
when the time came for the mar- 
riage, Mary “was found to be with 
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child by the Holy Spirit.” Joseph 
still does not understand, and is 
troubled by something he cannot 
understand. 


Then an angel of the Lord, pro- 
bably likewise the Archangel Gab- 
viel, appears to Joseph and com- 
municates the secret to him: ‘Do 
not be afraid, Joseph, son of David, 
to take to thee Mary, thy wife, for 
that which is begotten in her is of 
the Holy Spirit. And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus; for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” 


Thus did God reveal the coming 
birth of our Savior for the fourth 
time: to Mary at the Annunciation, 
to Elizabeth at the Visitation, to 
Zachary at the circumcision of 
John, to Joseph before the marriage 
proper of Mary and Joseph. For 
after Joseph had received the mess- 
age of the angel, he “‘did as the angel 
of the Lord had commanded him, 
and took unto him his wife.” 


It was at this time that a census 
was taken for the purpose of levy- 
ing a poll or per capita tax, and 
“all were going, each to his own 
town, to register. And Joseph al- 
so went from Galilee out of the town 
of Nazareth into Judea to the town 
of David, to register, together with 
Mary his espoused wife, who was 
with child.” 


Bethlehem, meaning ‘‘House of 
Bread,” lay five to six miles south 
of Jerusalem ; and hence the journey 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem took 
about four to four and a half days. 


Thus Mary, who is soon to give 
birth to the Savior of the world, 
makes the same journey, more or 
less, that she made when she visited 
Elizabeth; and this time Joseph 
accompanies her. 

Leaving Nazareth and the green 
hills of Galilee, they travel south 
across the great plain of Esdrelon. 
To the left towers Mt. Thabor, and 
afterwards another mount called 
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Little Hermon; to the right is the 
mountain chain of Carmel. 

After leaving Jezrahel, they 
climb the rough trail winding over 
the mountains of Samaria and reach 
the city of the same name. At 
Nablus there is a halfway rest. 

Continuing their journey, they 
pass through Silo and Bethel and 
Rama. As they near Jerusalem, 
they can see in the distance Mt. Sco- 
pus, and then Mt. Olivet. Jeru- 
salem is crowded, and they hasten 
on, past the tomb of Rachel, to their 
destination of Bethlehem. 


But Bethlehem too is crowded, ~ 


and there is no room for them in the 
inn. They are forced to go out of 
town into the countryside, and at 
last find a rude shelter — a cave 
which serves the purpose of a stable. 


The Gloria 


AND WHILE THEY ARE THERE, THE 
days for Mary to be delivered are 
fulfilled, and the Virgin Mother 
brings forth her firstborn son, and 
wraps him in swaddling clothes, and 
gently lays him in a manger. 

It is night. Angels announce 
the glad tidings to shepherds who 
are keeping watch over their flock. 
They come with haste, and find 
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe ly- 
ing in the manger. 

The Kings of Kings is born a poor 
wayfarer in a strange place — in 
a stable devoid of the ordinary com- 
forts of ahome. His virgin Mother 
and his foster father are travelers. 


In obedience to a decree of the civil 


authority, they have made the long 
journey from Nazareth to Bethle- 
hem, although they know that Jesus 
is about to come into the world. 
They obey cheerfully because it is 
the will of God. 


The hardships and annoyances of 
the journey are greater at this time 
because of the many travelers who 
crowd the roads and inns. But 
these annoyances too are permitted 
by God, and Mary and Joseph pa- 
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tiently put up with every inconven- 
ience and disappointment. They do 
not complain; on the contrary, they 
are filled with ineffable happiness. 

It is customary for good children 
to visit in the parental home at 
Christmas time if that is possible. 
On such an occasion it is well to re- 
call that first Christmas journey — 
our Lady’s journey from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem. 

Ask her to be with you on such a 
journey and on all journeys. Ask 
her to assist you in remaining calm 
and patient when crowds, lack of 
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accommodations, delays on account 
of government regulations, inspec- 
tions, passports, visas, and the like, 
threaten to make you disgruntled 
and irritated. After all, the worst 
inconveniences of a modern journey 
can scarcely be compared with those 
of Mary’s journey on foot for four 
or more days from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, with no-shelter at the 
end except a cave which she had to 
share with animals — the birthplace 
of the Redeemer of the world. 


(Third to Seventh Journeys to fol- 
low). 


MOTHER’S HONOR 


ANTHONY PRAISES 
THE MOTHER OF GOD 


BY FR. CUTHBERT GUMBINGER 
O.F.M. CAP (10) 


Fifth of a series of articles on St. Anthony of Padua, recently declared a Doctor of 
the Church. Unless otherwise noted, citations are from Fr. (now Bishop) Vittorino 
Fachinetti O.F.M., Antonio da Padova, Milano, S. Lega Eucaristica, 1926, pp. 579-414 


Incisioni. 


TO HONOR THE MOTHER OF GOD IS 
a mark of Catholicism. Devotion 
to Mary, especially imitating her 
virtues, leads tosalvation. St. 
Francis, truly Catholic and aposto- 
lic, is celebrated for his love for 
Mary immaculate. She is his lady, 
his queen. She obtained great fav- 
ors for him especially in the great 
vision at Portiuncula. That tiny 
chapel is the mother and head of all 
Franciscan churches. 


The order of St. Francis glories 
in Mary as its queen and has always 
defended her great privileges. Fol- 
lowing Francis, the Friars Minor 
have been jealous of their Mother’s 
glory. In a special manner have 
the masters of the Franciscan 
schoo! striven to defend Mary’s im- 
maculate conception, her assump- 
tion into Heaven, and her all-power- 
ful intercession with her Divine 
Son. Long before Duns Scotus be- 
came the great champion of Our 


Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 
St. Anthony had been her first 
seraphic defender after Francis. 
Anthony’s Love 

for the Mother of God 

FROM ALL WE HAVE ALREADY CON- 
SIDERED regarding Anthony’s devo- 
tion to Christ, we are not surprised 
to know that the young saint’s love 
for Mary is second to none in the 
family of the Poverello. His glory 
is all the greater because of the 
arguments he advances at so early 
a period to defend Mary’s privileges. 
It is well enough for later writers 
to repeat or add to what their pre- 
decessors have written. But in his 
fervor, clarity and charm Anthony 
is truly a pioneer in Marian doc- 
trine. 

Even if Bonaventure, Scotus, 
Bernardin and Lawrence of Brindisi 
may not quote him directly, his in- 
fluence moulded the Franciscan 
mind in its early decades, and one 
never knows just how far his manu- 
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scripts may have been copied and 
read. In anage when printing was 
unknown, it is surprising how far 
manuscripts passed from hand to 
hand and how much doctrine was 
spread by oral tradition. 

Morever, it is an historical fact 
that Anthony’s body of doctrine 
was well known and his fame great 
even in his lifetime. Pope Gregory 
IX was so impressed with An- 
thony’s Scriptural knowledge that 
after hearing the young friar 
preach he styled him the Ark of the 
Testament. 

It was certainly Anthony’s con- 
tribution toward deepening and ex- 
plaining our Faith which prompted 
Gregory IX to canonize Anthony 
only eleven months after his death. 
It was this knowledge and wisdom 
of Anthony which urged the pope 
after canonizing him to intone the 
antiphon for Doctors: “O Doctor 
optime — O excellent teacher, light 
of Holy Church, lover of the Divine 
law, blessed Anthony, pray for us 
to the Son of God.” The aged 
Gregory was happy to praise An- 
thony’s vast doctrine in the very 
bull of canonization. 

It was Anthony’s mother, biogra- 
phers tell us, who first gave him a 
high appreciation for the Queen of 
Haeven. A Portuguese legend says 
that as a child Anthony would raise 
his hands toward the cathedral of 
Lisbon, famous sanctuary of the 
Blessed Virgin, and that it was his 
greatest joy to visit this place in 
company with his mother. His dev- 
otion to Mary was so well known 
from early childhood that some 
biographers, such as Angelico da 
Vicenza, claim he made a vow of 
chastity in honor of the Blessed Vir- 
gin at the early age of five (17). 
Early Studies at Mary’s School 

ALL BIOGRAPHERS AGREE THAT 
Anthony’s parents placed him at a 
tender age in the bishop’s school 
next to the cathedral sanctuary of 
Mary. The third and fourth coun- 
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cils of the Lateran (1179 and 1215) 
enacted special laws for such epis- 
copal schools and made them easier 
of access for all classes of children. 
Shortly after the year 1179 such a 
school was set up at Lisbon, but it 
was attended mainly by the richer 
children. In Assisi an _ episcopal 
school was founded at St. George’s 
Church about the same time; St. 
Francis was taught there. In these 
schools our saints learned grammar, 
rhetoric, dialectics and plain chant. 
With these subjects there was also 
some history and of course religion. 


At Mary’s school Anthony grew 
up in wisdom and grace. He was 
an apt and bright pupil, and his 
masters were well pleased with him. 
He spent many hours in Mary’s 
cathedral before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. One day the Devil appeared 
to him there with great noise and 
bluster, to scare him at his devo- 
tions. But Mary did not desert her 
young client. Under her protection 
he kept calm, traced the sign of the 
Cross on the pavement, and the 
Devil disappeared. This cross re- 
mained marked on the stone floor to 
proclaim the power of the Cross and 
the protection of the powerful Vir- 
gin (22). 


The biographers do not tire of in- 
sisting that Anthony remained as 
pure as an angel in his childhood 
and youth, due to his great devotion 
to Mary immaculate and his spirit 
of prayer and penance. Some 
modern writers are scandalized at 
reading how intimately the old bio- 
graphers detail the saint’s tempta- 
tions and struggles regarding puri- 
ty. Bishop Facchinetti, however, 
replies aptly that such people do not 
understand human nature, neither 
do they appreciate the power of 
grace (27). 


That it was especially hard for 
Anthony to remain pure in Lisbon, 
is clear if we consider its soft 
climate, its wealth, its many | 
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strangers, and the fact that one can- 
not keep a child either at home or 
at school all the time. Anthony 
throughout life thanked Mary im- 
maculate for preserving him from 
anything unclean, and, as the years 
went on, his song in her praise be- 
came more intense and sublime. In 
a way he sang to Mary all his life. 

From early youth he had learned 
the hymn ‘“O gloriosa Domina, ex- 
celsa super sidera.” ‘Thomas of 
Pavia testifies that the saint sang 
this hymn just before he died. 
Others tell us that Anthony often 
sang it to recreate his spirit after 
| preaching and other work (146). 
~The hymn is used for the feasts of 
Mary in the Roman Breviary. In 
his time Urban VIII changed it, to 
read “O gloriosa Virginum, sublimis 
inter sidera — O most glorious of 
Virgins, sublime among the stars!” 


Anthony’s Marian Sermons 

LEST WE ANTICIPATE A FUTURE 
article on Anthony’s sermons, suf- 
fice it here to note that besides 
many allusions to our Lady in other 
sermons, St. Anthony has four 
great sermons on Mary’s glory and 
power for the feasts of her nativity, 
annunciation, purification and as- 
sumption. These sermons are 
placed by him after his Sunday ser- 
mons for August. He did not write 
all these Marian sermons in one 
year, just as he did not write the 
Sunday sermons all in one year In 
fact, all his written work was be- 
gun at Limoges, and interrupted 
many times by his travels and work 
as superior, teacher and preacher. 
He died before he could finish his 
sermons on the saints. 


In the famous edition of An- 
thony’s Sunday sermons begun by 
the amiable and erudite Dr. Antonio 
Maria Locatelli, and continued by 
by his collaborators, there are thir- 
teen distinct booklets in folio size, 
comprising all together 926 pages. 
Dr. Locatelli died in 1903 after the 
edition of the fifth booklet. All the 
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parts give the text in two columns 
with many precious notes, most of 
which were prepared by the inde- 
fatigable admirer of Anthony, Dr. 
Locatelli (pp. 222, 223). 


All experts in the matter agree 
that the saint devoted all his ener- 
gies and talents to give his sermons 
that polish and care that befitted 
his vast culture in Scriptural, Pa- 
tristic, dogmatic, moral and scienti- 
fic knowledge. To all this he added 
his own fire of love for Christ and 
Mary, his zeal for souls and the 
ardor of his own experiences with 
God in prayer. The result is a 
masterpiece of nature and grace. 
His writings are like precious 
jewels to the order and the Church. 


Anthony’s Marian sermons are 
diamonds among these jewels, for 
Anthony strove to give them the 
very greatest attention and to adorn 
them with every splendor that his 
enlightened mind and fervent heart 
could suggset. That he was suc- 
cessful, is the consensus of learned 
men. Now that the Doctor’s title 
has been granted to Anthony, his 
sermons for Mary’s feasts will 
gleam with new glory among his 
writings. It will be no surprise if 
Anthony is hailed as a new Marian 
Doctor. He has been thus consider- 
ed through centuries by those who 
knew him well. 


Artists too know of Anthony’s 
doctrine and place him among the 
Church’s doctors. Luca Signorelli, 
in a splendid painting in the cathe 
dral of Orvieto, pictures Anthony in 
the very center of the doctors. And 
who can count how many times An- 
thony is seen next to Mary immacu- 
late either alone or with other 
saints, including doctors of the 
Church? 


Perhaps the most striking praise 
of Anthony and of the Franciscan 
defense of Mary immaculate is the 
painting by Bianchi in the Vatican 
museum. Mary, shining like the 
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sun, crowned with twelve stars, 
crushing the serpent and surround- 
ed by angels, receives the homage of 
St. John Chrysostom, who, vested in 
Eastern pontificals, represents the 
whole East, while next to him, at 
Mary’s feet, Sts. Francis of Assisi 
and Anthony of Padua kneel in re- 
verence, representing the entire 
West. 


The Judgment of Experts 


AMONG MANY WRITERS WHO 
praise Anthony’s Marian sermons 
we single out first of all Bishop 
Facchinetti, whose prodigious 
labors for Anthony, Francis and 
Bernardin of Siena have enhanced 
devotion to them. The order is in- 
debted to him for this sumptuous 
work. Hesays that one could write 
a volume on Anthony’s Marian doc- 
trine. Facchinetti repeats with 
Lepitre, that, while the saint is gen- 
erally concise and lacks oratorical 
flights, the case is different in his 
Marian sermons. There he is not 
content even with fine phrases and 
beautiful examples, but explains the 
entire Marian theology. The bis- 
hop continues: 


“In fact he speaks of all the 
truths which we must believe with 
regard to the purest of women; of 
all her virtues and privileges, of her 
sweet name, of our homage and of 
her maternal protection. There- 
fore the most beautiful figures, the 
rarest examples, the most delightful 
allegories flourish on the lips and 
multiply under the pen of this illus- 
trious Franciscan, who seeks to ex- 
press in the highest poetic form his 
most intimate feelings towards the 
peta of all creatures” (pp. 146, 


Writing of these same sermons 
Fr. de Chérancé says: 


“They are of great theological pre- 
cision ... But here we do not en- 
counter forced inventions and wil- 
ful gaps or silences. Here a son a- 
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bandons himself freely to the in- 
stincts of his heart. Here a mystic 
celebrates all the supereminent priv-— 
ileges of her whose boundless and 
wonderful beauty he has seen in his 
prayerful contemplation” (Leopold 
de Chérancé, Saint Antoine de 
Padoue d’apres les documents prim- 
itifs, Paris, Poussielgue, 1906, p. 
184). 


Some Examples 


IN A SERMON FOR CHRISTMAS AN- 
THONY applies to Mary the words of 
Ecclesiasticus (50,8), “As the lilies 
which are on the brink of the 
water.” 


“The lily grows in uncultivated 
soil; it appears in the valleys; it is 
white and sweet-smelling. While it 
is closed, it hides its fragrance. It 
has six petals, golden stamens, and 
a pistil in its centre. The lily... 
represents the Blessed Virgin, who 
is all pure in the splendor of her vir- 
ginity and who is born of humble 
and chaste parents, Joachim, whose 
name means Who rises, and Anna, 
whose name is synonymous with 
grace. Today Mary gave her Divine 
Son to the light, like a lily that opens 
up... The golden stamens of this 
lily are the poverty and humility 
which adorn Mary’s virginity. The 
pistil is the excellence of Divine love 
in the heart of this Queen... Even 
as lilies along the banks of a river 
preserve their strength, their beauty 
and their perfume, so the Blessed 
Virgin in giving her heavenly Child 
to the world preserved the splendor 
and the beauty of her virginity” 
(p. 147, 148). 


Other Figures and Allegories 


IN TREATING OF Mary, ANTHONY 
uses many beautiful figures of 
speech. Here he shows the full con- 
tent of his vast culture. His lan- 
guage is noble and elevated. Hehad 
not studied in vain as an Augustini- 

(Continued on page 156, col. 2). 
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SELF-COMMUNINGS OF A MARTYR 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 
IN VIVID LESSONS 


THE SOLILOQUIA 
OF VEN. PAUL HEATH O.F.M. 


Ninth Instalment 


CHAPTER 13 
(Continued) 
On Not Putting Off Repentance 


So, while you have the present 
time to enjoy, act like a prudent 
dealer and make provision for the 
eternal goods of your soul. For now 
you have ample means, exceptional 
motives, and good opportunities to 
carry your cross after Christ, to re- 
fine your sluggish nature and to a- 
mass numberless merits and satis- 
faction for your sins. 


Now is the suitable time and now 
you can easily enough win the race 
with death in the matter of clearing 
up your conscience with Christ and 
humbly acknowledging and deplor- 
ing your sins before him. Now the 
atmosphere is favorable, this is the 
day of salvation, and now Christ is 
opening up to you all the treasures 
of his love. He is bearing with you 
patiently, calling you so gently, 
pointing out to you the fervent ex- 
ample of others, and extending to 
you his blessings, in order to unite 
your soul with him in perfect love. 


Who then shall hereafter make 
excuses for your neglect if amid so 
many treasures of Divine grace, you 
make no effort to provide for your 
luckless soul while there is time? 


4. In Heaven too you will find 
nothing is rewarded but such works 
of true devotion as the saints per- 
formed for Christ while they lived 
in this world. 
anything punished in Hell but the 
vices and evil deeds of which people 
made themselves guilty. Neither 
will you find the demons attacking 
anything so determinedly as good 
resolutions. Nor is there anything 
that routs the power of Hell like that 


Nor will you find: 


continuous vigilance and mortifica- 
tion of self which certain noble- 
minded penitents so vigorously pur- 
sued for Christ’s sake. 


Then too everything depends on 
the present time, whether it be 
Heaven or Hell, salvation or perdi- 
tion, unending happiness or an eter- 
nity of boundless woe. 


What madness therefore to give 
up the service of Christ, the practice 
of virtue, or the path of wholesome 
penance! For whereas so little is 
demanded, the reward to be given 
later is so abundant; and whereas 
the time of affliction is so short, the 
consolation goes on so long. The 
labor is light, the rest after it is so 
complete. If the battle is so neces- 
sary, why just so glorious is the vic- 
tory. 


Do not then look forward to some 
other time, for right now you can 
work out your soul’s_ salvation. 
Make a cheerful start and guard 
your steps more cautiously, submit 
to Christ’s yoke more humbly, watch 
your rebellious flesh and its pro- 
pensities more closely. 


Now would be your chance to ac- 
complish great things if you went to 
work diligently. Now you could 
easily secure the friendship of God, 
the forgiveness of sin, the peace of 
your conscience, and discomfiture of 
the Devil, if only you took up the 
fight with yourself with genuine 
valor. Here the courage counts the 
most. Now you could store up ever- 
lasting wealth for yourself in Hea- 
ven if you were to nurse the genuine 
love of God in your heart and offer 
him your heart with all simplicity. 


5. Many people complain and are 
terrified at the burden of penance, 
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but that is because they are as yet 
novices and little tots on the way of 
God. They have not yet taken to 
the wings of genuine fervor, but still 
crawl about on the dungheap of that 
self-love which does not readily suf- 
fer its freedom to be taken away. 


But if Christ really entered your 
soul, you would soon see that free- 
dom of the flesh does not deserve to 
be called freedom. It is wretched 
slavery and deprivation of true li- 
berty. You would see how easily, 
yes pleasant, it is not only to give up 
external things for God, but just as 
well your very soul and your selfwill. 


So do all you can to give Christ 
admittance to your soul. Seek out 
a spot suitable to grief and prayer, 
where you can without trouble lay 
bare to him all your longing, and 
try as much as possible to rouse your 
soul to sincere affection for him. 
Do not hide your weakness from 
him, but tell him fully of all your 
worthlessness and your needs, re- 
signing yourself altogether to his 
embrace and keeping your heart at 
all times one with him in perfect 
love. 


For the sweetness of Jesus so re- 
freshes the soul that it does not feel 
the hardships, nor shrink from bit- 
terness, nor fly from work, nor de- 
sert the cross but rather takes it up 
cheerfully and with a loving em- 
brace. 


The love of Jesus is like a big 
fire; the more it is fanned the more 
it blazes. It is like a pleasant smel- 
ling herb; the more you crush it, 
the more fully you notice the scent. 


If love has the strength, it brooks 
no delay but attacks its work cheer- 
fully for Christ. If it does not have 
the strength, at least it shows its 
good will by offering God whatever 
it has at any time. If it is equal 
to great things, it sets to work at 
great things. If it cannot do much 
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yet that little becomes great and 
very pleasing to God, because it 
proceeds from love. 


If occasion demands that it extend 
itself to others, it does not mind the 
people but the glory of Christ in the 
people and in all creatures. As long 
as it does. not become occupied with 
the externals, it rests in God, its 
source. Neither is it ever fettered 
with the bonds of any particular 
form of devotion; rather it makes 
all its devotion and virtue serve 
Christ. 'Wemust all bear the cross, 
whether willingly or unwillingly. If — 
one takes up the cross without love, 
it really proves a cross. If it is 
borne with love, it turns out to be 
not a cross, but the safest sort of 
support to us. 


It is that very same love of Jesus 
that satisfies the mind, keeps our 
conscience pure, renders. virtue 
lovable, dispels sadness, surmounts 
difficulties, and begets solid joy. It 
brings God and all that is good into 
the soul. It is polite to everybody, 
however firm and couragecus it be 
in all things. For after all it is 
Jesus himself who accomplishes 
everything in those who nurse true 
love for him. in their heart. 


The love of God makes obedience 
light, humility lovable, patience 
sweet, penance easy. It lifts a per- 
son to a higher plane, where he 
readily eludes the snares of the 
world and the Devil. It causes hard 
hearts to dissolve in contrition, for 
when a person truly loves God, he 
simply cannot love what offends 
God — love makes lover and beloved 
try to be alike. 


6. But take care, poor little soul, 
how you start out and how you ad- 
vance on the way of penance. For 
of course I want you always to go on 
nursing your love for me. But like- 
wise I want you always to leave 
yourself at my disposal in true hu- 
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mility, lest, following your own will 
and your self-love, you plunge into 
various dangers and after some time 
begin to grow cold in your love for 
me. 

Take care not to grow proud over 
any bodily or external austerity, re- 
gardless of how much you may ex- 
cel others init. For what doI care 
for your penance if you perform it 
to be rated above others and not 
strictly to make satisfaction to me 
for your sins, or to repress your sen- 
sual attachments, or to be more at- 
tentive in that way to my sufferings 
and to good works. 

So do not ever make much of any 
penance you undertake for my sake, 
for your merit and progress are not 
measured according to your ability 
but according to my grace and your 
humble selfdenial. No austerity 
could be of any good to you except 
inasfar as it helps inflame your 
heart with love for me, helps in- 
crease the humility of the interior 
man, and promote self-contempt as 
well as true charity toward your 
neighbor. 


See to it that you hold steadfastly 
to what you have begun, without 
thought to how much has been done 
but only of the singleness of your 
intention, so that in success or ill- 
success you keep only me in mind. 
And should your bodily strength 
fail, let your desire be all the keener 
to comply with my will in every- 
thing. 


For I will be near you if I find you 
faithful after one or another trial. 
I will offer you living water and 
bread from Heaven, to supply you 
with real courage to seek me out. I 
will have my Spirit hover over the 
waters of your heart, to make you 
fertile of sincere contrition, so 
that you will cheerfully work at the 
atonement of your sins and be 
drawn after me with steadfast love. 
I will drench you with the due of 
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Heaven and the early and late rain 
of devotion to me, so that your af- 
fection for me may grow ever more 
and more healthy; so that neither 
the difficulty of your penance nor 
the character of your temptations 
may diminish your resolution. And 
thus shall you prove a holy growth 
to me, a favorite vineyard, a tree ac- 
cording to my will and pleasure. 


You see how many remarkable ex- 
amples I have given you in the saints 
who served me here; how much they 
did for the salvation of souls; what 
they endured in order to attain to 
peace in me; the labors, the night 
watches, the fasts, the hard chas- 
tisements of the flesh, the slights 
and annoyances at the hands of 
others, the struggles within and 
without both by day and by night 
which they bore for my sake; with 
what tears and entreaties they kept 
offering themselves to me almost 
continuously day by day, so that at 
last they might find me in my glory. 


I did all that in them by means 
of my love, which made them strong- 
er to persevere than all their ene- 
mies were in attacking them. I kept 
strengthening them in their weak- 
ness, consoling them in sadness, 
leading them back when they stray- 
ed, lifting them up when they lay 
prone, refreshing them when they 
were disspirited. Always I was 
there to help them in battle at the 
right moment, and now I have most 
amply crowned them for their vic- 
tory. 


I was all in all with them, and so 
they neither bothered about the 
world, nor feared its hatred, nor 
ever abandoned my cross, quite con- 
tent to be led wherever I desired, 
their one joy being this that I was 
being honored by what they or 
others did. 


7. I want you, therefore, to oc- 
cupy yourself continually with the 
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lives and deeds of my saints. Cour- 
ageously embrace my cross, as I bore 
it for thee with so much hardship. 
Let their eagerness move you to ad- 
vance as eagerly in my service, to 
love solitude as they did, to contem- 
plate their steadfastness with ‘utter 
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veneration. Aspire to _ victories 
such as theirs with all your heart, 
fortifying yourself with their as- 
sistance at all times in order not to 
succumb to the temptations of this 
life. 

(Continued on p. 155, col. 2 below) 
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FOR WHOM TO DO 
WHAT WE DO 


COUNTING GOD IN 
NOT MAN 


Fifth of a Series of Conferences on the Sermon on the Mount 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, AS 
we have discussed it so far (Mt. 5), 
emphasizes the need of putting God 
up first in our ideals and aims, God 
and his standards of measuring hu- 

nan actions and principles. Ours is 

to be a higher idealism, a higher 
cast of principles than that of the 
world about us. God has given us 
the Faith to see what is right, and 
God would have us take his own per- 
fection as the standard of our living 
and judgment. 

Our Lord stressed above all as the 
gauge of our conduct the holiness of 
God in himself and in his favors to 
us poor human beings. Nothing 
will serve but to put our fellow man 
as well as God high up in our esti- 
mation and in our conduct towards 
them. 

It must be noted, too, that the 
honor and attention we give to 
others bases altogether on the fa- 
vor of God to men. Likewise, in 
everything we do, as God is the be- 
ginning of it all, so he should be the 
aim and end toward which it all is 
directed (Mt. 6, 1-18). 

1. False Charity 

It is a regrettable fact — such is 
human weakness — that even the 
good we do, our alms, our prayers, 
our penances, are at times vitiated 
by a wrong intention. Our Lord 
does indeed want us, as he says in 


this very Sermon on the Mount, to 
live so that other people, seeing 


what we do, will be led to follow our — 


example and glorify God with us. 
But the point is that we must do 
these works and practice all virtue 
so that people will glorify God, and 
not that they may glorify us. All 
the point of Christian and virtuous 
conduct, if it is to be Christian and 
virtuous, lies in this that it must 
be done with God and his pleasure 
in view. What is done with our- 
selves in view, is to that extent a 
distortion of the good, a mockery, 
a piece of hypocrisy, an attempt to 
use God and the Divine and the holy 
as a common thing, as a means of 
gain and self-glorification. 


That temptation lies close. Our 
Lord had to chastise it in speaking 
to the people of his day. He pointed 


out people who gave alms indeed but | 
it had to be in public, in the streets 
and synagogues, where people could | 


see it. Yes, people were made to 
see it, for these so-called charitable 
givers had the trumpet blown before 
them. You almost see how our | 
Lord has modern conditions in mind, 
where the liveried chauffeur drives 
up and honks the horn of the limou- 
sine, to announce that Mr. and Mrs. 
What’s- their-name of the Pough- 
keepsie and Miami What’s-their 


names is deignnig to attend the} 


f 
f 
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charity ball or perhaps to do her 
slumming, to leave a pittance — for 
a child of God’s favor! And oh, of 
course, the flashbulbs must flash 
and the newspapers must carry the 
story and the pictures. 


Is that charity, or is it self-adver- 
tising? And, God help them, is that 
charity or is it restitution? How 
often is it not the truth that so 
much of this so-called charity would 
be altogether unnecessary if salaries 
and dividends and profits up above 
were cut closer and the surplus dis- 
tributed in more ample living wages 
to those wage-earners who now must 
live from hand to mouth? 


Charity deserves the name if it is 
done with God in mind, and the 
Christworthy existence in mind 
which God wants all men to have. 
Charity is the sterling Divine vir- 
tue if we count our earthly ad- 
vantage out, and do not further de- 
grade God’s poor by using them as 
stirrups to mount the high horse of 
popularity, exalting ourselves, not 
God, with our charity. 


Above all the Tertiary, as an in- 
dividual and as a group, must seek 
to rise above credit-seeking, leaving 
it to God to repay him personally 
and to cast glory on his fraternity 
and order. Certainly, where a Ter- 
tiary’s benefactions have been over- 
looked, an explanation may be re- 
spectfully requested, but never may 
there be recourse to bickering and 
bad blood over such things. That 
is never charity which offends God. 
For charity has no meaning unless 
it is done to glorify God. 


2. False Piety 


In his sweet humoring of our 
weakness, our dear Lord leaves no 
point untouched where we could fail. 

He goes on to say that just as 
people do charity toward their neigh- 
bor and void it by making it pay 
off in economic returns, so do they 
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actually use piety and God himself 
as a means to boost their personal 
stock. They pray, but the world 
must know about it, and beat a path 
to their door. They go to church, 
yet not to honor God, but to catch 
the public eye before election time. 
They are prominent in parish so- 
cieties, but they have a business 
that will not suffer from having peo- 
ple see what convinced churchmen 
they are. They are like women who 
go to the opera ostensibly to appre- 
ciate the work of an artist, yet in 
fact only that people should admire 
their new clothes, or lack of clothes ; 
about the artist and his merits they 
care little and know less. Not with- 
out reason does one say: If a man is 
too pious, look out for your money! 


Do such people honor God, who 
use God and the Divine for their sor- 
did purposes? Do such people hon- 
or God, or are they a stumbling- 
block to the world? How often is 
not the public scandalized by the 
holy churchman who proves a busi- 
nessman with a holey conscience. 
How often are not so-called devout 
Catholics in business, and notably in 
politics, a scandal to non-Catholics 
and Catholics alike, when their 
crookedness in office leads the Cath- 
olic to be ashamed of his faith and 
the non-Catholic to point the finger 
of scorn at the Church of God. 


Let businessmen, let politicians, 
let you and me, be devout Catholics 
— we owe it to God, we can never 
do half enough in prayer, Mass, and 
sacrament, to repay God. But let 
it be genuine piety — for God’s sake, 
not our sake. God is not a common 
thing that we may sacrilegiously a- 
buse him and his holy institutions 
to make money and earthly ad- 
vantage out of him and them. 


’ Our dear Lord goes on to say that 
true piety and virtue never go in 
for show. If they are true, they are 
matters between God and the soul, 
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with the soul bent on pleasing God 
and having his loving regard, no 
matter what else comes of it. The 
truly pious person shows as little 
willingness to drag true virtue and 
love of God out into public notice, as 
true lovers want the public in on 
their holy intimacies. 


True love of God and true virtue 
do not let the spirit and the will wait 
on a thousand circumstances and de- 
tails. If our Lord wants us to give 
to our neighbor as we might give to 
God in person, he wants us also to 
talk to him, to seek his help in our 
needs, in such a way that we never 
forget it is God with whom we are 
dealing. My secret to the King! 


There is danger, also for Ter- 
tiaries, that the glamor of externals, 
of novenas, of uniforms and badges, 
of processions and congresses, be- 
come just a veneer, just a sort of 
hysteria, just an indulgence of pi- 
etistic spells, instead of being the 
virtue of piety, which consists in 
seeing what God demands of us and 
would like of us, and then making 
ourselves do just that. Our Lord 
tells us in this passage of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount that if we hew 
to the letter and spirit of the simple 
Our Father we shall have all the es- 
sence of devotion and piety. 


3. False Penance 

There is a similar danger, for Ter- 
tiaries and for all Christians, of go- 
ing in for the externals of mortifi- 
cation and penance, and forgetting 
what penance itself is. Often the 
very performances of penance be- 
come the direct opposite of penance. 


Penance means nothing, in the 
sacrament, as a virtue, and in the 
Third Order, unless it means a 
turning of the heart from sin and 
all sinful and worldly attachments, 
in order to give ourselves more com- 
pletely to God and his love and his 
cause. Acts of penance in the sense 
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of mortifications, of renouncing | 
what we like and taking on ourselves. 
what we do not like — such things 
have place in a virtuous Christian | 
life only insofar as they take us a- 
way from ourselves and the world, 
and make us more ready to please 
God, more ready and able to do his 
will and to atone for our sins. 

Certainly, then, it is not penance 
if one mortifies oneself in some mat- 
ters while remaining attached to 
mortal sin. Certainly, too, it is not 
the virtue of penance if we want all 
the world to know what a strict and 
mortified life we lead; how many 
times a week, and how hard we fast 
—as if we were afraid that God will 
not give us credit unless we annoy 
and embarrass others over our spe- 
cial mortifications. What is a mat- 
ter of the commandments of God or 
of the Church, that we do simply 
and without fuss. But what is a 
matter of our own choice, we make 
wait on the convenience of others at 
least so that we do not put them to 
embarrassment on account of it. 
The latter would be putting our 
pleasure, not God’s, in the fore- 
ground of importance; yet God and 
the Divine motives are the consid- 
erations that constitute Christian 
virtue. 

So, our Lord insists that we make 
our life of Christian devotion — our 
alms, our piety, our penance and 
self-denial — real virtue by doing 
these things with the pure and 
single-hearted intention of carrying 
out his holy pleasure. God, not 
credit from our fellow man, not ma- 
terial advantage to ourselves, must 
be the motive for the good we do. 
In the measure we leave human con- 
siderations out of our virtuous 
deeds, God himself steps in to re- 
ward them, and to make them in- 
struments both for his honor and 
glory, for the welfare of our fellow 
men, and for our over great rewa 
in Heaven, 
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A CHASTE GENERATION 


FRUITFUL 
TO GOD AND TO MAN 


BY FR. PHILIP ae 
M. (5) 


The Fifth of a Series of Conferences on Social Leadership 


THE CAPITAL SIN OF LUST IS NOT 
the idle joker in the Devil’s deck of 
ecards. It is a high ecard to win 
many a trick, and it is difficult to set 
the Devil when he has this card in 
hishand. Only a fistful of aces can 
beat the Devil at his game. No one 
has there important “cards but the 
ee possessing the virtue of chasti- 

y. 


1. Importance of Chastity 


1. Chastity or purity is a moral 
virtue which exculdes or moderates 
the inordinate appetite of sexual 
pleasure according to the norm of 
right reason. As a thermostat reg- 
ulates the heat in your house, so the 
virtue regulates the lower appetites. 

St. Anthony of Padua cherished 
this virtue so successfully that the 
Blessed Mother presented her Di- 
vine Son to his arms. Yet he was 
subject to severe temptations a- 
gainst purity. 

Nothing brings down the dis- 
pleasure of God more easily than the 
sin of lust. It brought the terrible 
deluge, a watery grave for every 
creature except Noah and his fam- 
ily. Sodom and Gomorrah were 
destroyed by fire because of the lust 
of their people. 

Ruin and failure stalk in the wake 
of lust. In Tennyson’s poem, The 
Holy Grail, Sir Percival tells how 
the knights of the Round Table were 
at banquet when the Holy Grail 
miraculously passed through the 
hall, covered by a luminous cloud. 
Many of-the knights swore to spend 
twelve months in quest of it. Lanc- 
elot, the mightiest of them all, 
sought the Holy Grail with the fond 
hope of freeing himself from the 
toils of his secret sin with the queen. 
But just this sin prevented him 


from possessing the Grail. Even 
when he entered the hall where it 
was kept, he could not gaze upon it 
because of his sin. It was left for 
Sir Galahad, the youngest knight, to 
achieve the victory by his purity. 
To win success in life you must 
have the virtue of chastity. Any 
country is as strong as its chaste 
citizenry, any home is secure in the 
measure of the chastity of its occu- 
pants, and ordinarily any individual 
is good in the degree of his chastity. 
This virtue is of vital importance for 
all and for everything we hold dear. 
Happiness rises and falls with it. 


2. Chastity is pleasing to God. 
The inspired words of God in Holy 
Scripture testify: “O how beautiful 
is the chaste generation with glory! 
For the memory is immortal, be- 
cause it is known both with God and 
with men. When itis present, they 
imitate it, and they desire it when 
it has withdrawn itself; and it tri- 
umphs crowned forever, winning the 
reward of undefiled conflicts” (Wis. 
AN 12. 


All through life Christ associated 
most closely with those who were 
pure and beyond reproach. His 
Mother was the spotless virgin even 
in her Divine motherhood. Before 
Mary gave her consent to become 
the mother of God, she asked how 
she could become God’s mother and 
still remain a virgin. St. Jerome 
says, because she would have de- 
clined the high honor rather than 
forfeit her virginity, God loved her 
so that he selected her to be his 
mother. His foster-father St. Jo- 
seph, his precursor, St. John the 
Baptist, his favorite apostle, St. 
John, all were virgins. 


Even wild beasts respect the 
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chaste of heart. This has been wit- 
nessed time and again in ages of 
persecution. When savage and 
half-starved animals were let loose 
in the arena to devour the Christ- 
ians, the animals lost their ferocity 
when they approached the chaste 
Christians. 

Christ has given a special blessing 
to the clean of heart: “Blessed are 
the pure of heart, for they shall see 
God” (Mt. 5, 8). Even in this life 
the.clean of heart live in the pre- 
sence of God; their intellect per- 
ceives more of the Divine. Here- 
after they will in a special way see 
the infinite beauty of the triune God, 
from which the Devil and his un- 
clean legions hide their face in 
shame and terror. 


2. A School of Chastity 


1. It is related that Christ ap- 
peared on one occasion to St. Francis 
and requested him to make him 
three offerings. “You know, O 
Lord”, he replied, ‘‘that I have al- 
ready offered you all I have, and I 
am all yours; that I have nothing 
left in the world but this habit and 
cord, which are yours also. What, 
therefore, can I offer your majesty? 
I wish I had another heart and an- 
other soul to offer you. But since 
you bid me make an offering, give it 
to me first, O Lord, that with it I 
may serve and obey you.” 

Christ responded: ‘Put your hand 
in your bosom and offer me what 
you find.” St. Francis did so, and 
found in his bosom a piece of gold 
larger and more beautiful than any 
he had ever seen. At once he of- 
fered it to our Lord. He was bid- 
den to do the same a second and a 
third time, and each time he drew 
out another piece of gold and offered 
it. Then Christ told him that these 
three offerings signified poverty, 
chastity and obedience. 

People in the world cannot take 
these vows so essential to religious 
life, but the Third Order provides a 
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means of embracing the spirit of 
these three vows. 


Embracing the spirit of the vow 
of chastity is no curtailment of one’s 
liberty. There is no true liberty ex- 
cept under law. St. Thomas says, 
those who practice chastity make 
their liberty more perfect. “The 
fact that the blessed in Heaven are 


not able to sin, does not deprive © 


them of their liberty, but causes 
them to possess it in the highest de- 
gree.” Once our will is fortified by 
the grace of God, our liberty is per- 
fected. We are more firmly an- 
chored in the good for which we 
were created. “The power to sin,” 
pens St. Anselm, “and the power to 
make ill use of our liberty, is not a 
perfection, but an imperfection and 
a misery; not a power, but weakness 
and infirmity.” 


Through the Third Order rule we 
arrive at this true liberty. The 
Third Order is a school of virtue. 
It disciplines souls and chastens 
them more each day. One look at 
its roster of penitents and saints is 
enough to establish this fact. 


Out- | 


standing examples are St. Margaret — 


of Cortona, Bl. Raymond Lull, and 


the modern penitent Eve Lavalliere | 


of France. The latter was an im- 
moral young star of the stage who 


broke with her sinful life in her ear- | 
ly twenties and entered the Third | 
Order to die in the odor of sanctity © 


in 1929. 


The break with her past » 


came about through a chance con- - 


versation with a priest during which } 
she spoke jokingly of the Devil. . 
The priest replied gently: “Madam, | 
if you knew what Hell is, you would 
not speak of it so lightly. *  Onge 


alone, she burst into tears, and her ' 


conversion was a reality. 


2. St 
conversion is perhaps the most 
startling, because from such a sinful 
life she rose to the pinnacle of sanc- 
tity. Christ appeared to her one 


Margaret of -Cortona’s} 
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day and said: “You are the third 
light granted to the order of my be- 
loved Francis. He was the first a- 
mong the Friars Minor, Clare was 
the second, among the nuns, you 
shall be third, in the Order of Pen- 
ance. That is surely encouraging 
to any soul burdened with impurity. 

Margaret’s early life compares 
strikingly with that of the modern 
girl. She was born in 1247 at Lavi- 
ano in Tuscany, of parents with 
modest means. She was very at- 
tractive, and thirsted for the affec- 
tion which her stepmother denied 
her. When a handsome young cav- 
alier from Montepulciano came a- 
long, she fell an easy prey. She 
eloped one night to his castle in the 
hills. It was shortly after her 
eighteenth birthday. He promised 
to marry her, but never did. For 
nine years she lived in this sinful 
companionship amid all the luxury 
he heaped on her. 

Her life was an open scandal. 
Yet she brazenly rode through the 
streets of Montepulciano on a beau- 
tiful horse, splendidly attired. At 
times the sinfulness of her life did 
force itself upon her, but in her de- 
sire for love and glamor she tried 
to smother it. A son was born of 
their sinful relationship, but still 
she continued to talk her consciece 
down. 


The awakening came one day 
when the young cavalier did not re- 
turn from a ride over his estates 
Margaret waited with growing anx- 
iety for another day. At length 
his dog came back and plucked her 
dress. She hastened after him into 
the woods to the foot of an oak tree. 
There to her horror she saw the 
mangled body of her lover. He had 
been assassinated and thrown into a 
pit. 

Remorse seized her soul. She re- 
turned home, sold all her posses- 
sions, and clothed herself in a poor 
penitential garment. Refused en- 
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trance at her parental home, she did 
not know which way to turn until 
she heard of the Franciscans in Cor- 
tona. They provided for her and 
her son. Two friars, Fr. John da 
Castiglione and Fr. Giunta Bevegna- 
ti, took a particular interest in her. 
There were hard years, and periods 
of despair and excessive penance, 
through which these priests pru- 
dently guided her. She considered 
herself a criminal and wanted to 
be treated as such. 

’ But after three years her worst 
struggles with the demon of lust 
were over. After that test the 
friars admitted her to the Third 
Order. She reached a higher plane 
of spirituality and set about doing 
apostolic work for the sick. Her 
son she entrusted to the Francis- 
cans, to be educated. 

Margaret grew very close to God. 
She had many ecstasies, and Christ 
called her to do special work in 
restoring peace. Thus there was 
strife between Bishop Guglielmo of 
Arezzo and the people of his diocese. 
Margaret wrote to the bishop, and 
he heeded her request. 

Shortly before her death God in- 
structed her to preach repentance to 
others. She obeyed, and the suc- 
cess of her words and example were 
astounding. Hardened sinners hur- 
ried to Cortona to listen to her ex- 
hortations. They came from all 
corners of Italy and from Spain and 
France. God also gave her the 
power to work miracles. 


Your chaste life can mean as 
much to the world. It is impossible 
to rebuild the world unless we have 
a chaste generation to do it. Im- 
morality can achieve nothing. God 
told Lot that if Lot could find ten 
chaste men, he would spare the city. 
They could not be found. We know 
what terrible destruction took place. 
By the chastity of your life you a- 
vert the punishments of God and 
bring blessings in their stead. e 
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ACTING 
A page on points of Catholic Action by Field Secretary Vincent McAloon. 


OUR ORDER SHOULD BE ONE OF THE 
chief supply centers for such Cath- 
olic apostolates as the Catholic 
Dramatic Guild and Blackfriars 
Guild. They concern themselves 
with publishing and producing Cath- 
olic drama as well as conducting 
schools for acting. Who but Fran- 
cis dramatized his whole life in the 
living of it? 

Years before he changed the gay 
costume of Assisi’s young night re- 
velers for the peasant’s tunic and 
girding rope, he led the town’s youth 


in all sorts of pageantry. More so | 


after he had converted to rags from 
riches, he acted every step of his 
way, as the disappeared into the 
wilderness to give his spirit over to 
the forming hand of the greatest of 
all dramatists, Christ crucified. 

He is confronted by highwaymen, 
and he hails them with the greeting 
that he is the Herald of the Great 
King. When he falls in love with 
the idea of holy poverty for the love 
of God, he makes a bride of her and 
with dramatic ceremony takes her 
as “my Lady Poverty”. As the 
work of his fine imagination and 
dramatic sense we have the Christ- 
mas (Crib. 

It was Francis who gave new 
freshness and royal color to the idea 
of Christ as our king, and drama- 
tized his kingdom as something de- 
lightful to announce on the street 
corners with all the drama of his 
being. Through his inspired and 
spontaneous acting, Francis drew 
and ‘held the attention of his audi- 
ences until he had them on their 
knees, in spirit as least. 

And there again, in his simple 
way he imitated his Mother, the 
Church, who dramatizes almost ev- 
ery truth and sacrament for our in- 


struction, our joy, and ultimately 
our salvation. The Mass is the 
drama of dramas. 


The present-day Catholic drama- | 
tic movement, represented by such | 
organizations as the Catholic Dram- 
atic Guild and Blackfriars Guild, is — 
working for the re-flourishing of 
Catholic truths and the lives of the © 
Church’s heroes as produced on the 
stage. We know how powerfully a 
truth can be driven home if pre- 
sented as a dramatic piece. Not on- 
ly is our mind enlightened and our 
will moved, but our whole imagina- 
tive life is renewed and exercised. 


The Catholic Dramatic Guild is a 
national organization of dramatic 
clubs in parishes, schools and soci- 
eties. Clubs which affiliate, receive 
many benefits, such as up to 50 per 
cent reduction in royalties, twenty 
free single copies of plays. Their 
publication department has pub- 
lished about 200 plays of all kinds. 
It conducts a dramatic school and 
its headquarters is 325 E. Kilbourn 
Avenue, Milwaukee Wisconsin. 


Blackfriars Guild, founded by our 
cousins, the Dominicans, is made up 
of chapters in Lowell, Providence, 
Philadelphia, Washington D. C., 
Madison, Minneapolis, Dayton, and 
New Orleans. It also conducts a 
school of the drama at Catholic Uni- 
versity in Washington, which offers 
such courses as speech, radio drama, 
costuming, make-up, organization of 
dramatical recitals. The headquar- 
ters of the Guild are at 316 West 
57th St., New York. | 


May the little man who danced 
and dramatized his way into the 
very arms of God, look back to our 
day and find Catholic lay people who | 
are reviving Catholic drama anions 
his sons and daughters. | 
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HELPING HAND 
A page on the Works of Mercy, by Fr. Medard Buvala, O.F.M. (5). 


“WOULD I HAD SERVED MY GOD 
with half the fervor with which I 
served my king!” Thus Cardinal 
Wolsey bemoaned a misspent life. 
Many others in the sixteenth-cen- 
itury England could have uttered the 
same lament. 

Henry VIII had served God well; 
for his attack on Luther he had 
merited the title of Defender of the 
Faith. Then he began to serve his 
lower self more. Less and less he 
bothered about God. Katharine, his 
lawful wife, no longer suited him. 
He sought to have the marriage an- 
nulled. But Pope Clement VII 
would not abuse his God-given pow- 
er. Despite the Pope Henry put a- 
way Katharine and married Anne 
Boleyn. Thus he not only violated 
his marriage vows, but cut himself 
off from Rome, the center of unity, 
and made himself pope of the 
Church of England. 

It was during these times that the 
Church in England made glorious 
history. Recall Sts. Thomas More 
and John Fisher. Among the Fran- 
ciscans who played a heroic part was 
Bl. John Forest (May 22). He did 
not ery down Henry and his satel- 
lites from a sheltered distance; he 
was close at hand, in the midst of 
the fray. He was the confessor of 
the faithful Katharine. He did not 
stand by merely hoping for the best 
and salving his conscience with, 
“Oh, the Church is indestructible.” 

Before long ‘the came to grips with 
Henry. By the spoken and written 
word he upheld the primacy of the 
Pope, and declared the Pope was 
right in refusing the annulment. 
For his courage John Forest lan- 
guished for five years in jail. In 
1538 he was hanged over a slowly 
consuming fire. He died as he had 
lived, in the spirit of the illustrious 
Thomas More, who said: “I cannot 
conform my conscience to the coun- 


sel of one kingdom against the gen- 
eral consent of Christendom.” 


_ The saints are objects for venera- 
tion, invocation and imitation. Can 
you imitate Bl. John Forest? You 
can and must. He championed the 
rights of Christ’s Vicar, the Pope, 
and of his Church. Third Order 
members and the whole Franciscan 
body have always been champions of 
the Church and the Pope. That was 
a favorite ideal of St. Francis. 


You will scarcely be called on to 
protect the Pope in his person, but 
you can uphold his prerogatives and 
those of the Church. You may nev- 
er be called on to make a learned 
talk or treatise on the Church and 
the Pope. But in your daily con- 
tacts questions on the Church, litur- 
gical, doctrinal or moral, are sure to 
arise. Meet and answer them in- 
telligently. If you do not, who will? 
Not the antagonists. Right then 
and there the Church has no mouth- 
piece but you; do not let her down. 
And by all means, if your explana- 
tions are not satisfactory or con- 
vincing, do not let it happen again. 


You can help fulfill the Church*s 
wishes and demands generously and 
without delay. Your pastor has the 
duty to carry out the designs of the 
Church in your parish. For that 
he needs you. He wants his people, 
let us say, to assist the starving in 
Europe. As true followers of Fran- 
cis and loyal members of the 
Church, be the first and most eager 
to give a hand. To be the best 
parishioners has also always been 
the aim of true Tertiaries. Be on 
the spot to assist your pastor, either 
as a Franciscan group or as zealous 
members of other societies. Be 
stand-outs, always however preserv- 
ing the spirit of humility, knowing 
that the grace of God makes you 
what you are. @ 
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GETTING IT TO WORK 
A page on Cordist Guidance, by Fr. Raymond Oosdyke, 0.F.M. Conv. (16). 


THE CORDELIERS AT HoLy TRINI- 
TY school, Milwaukee, have their 
own Cordelier bulletin, keep up 
correspondence with other Cordelier 
groups, conduct crusades in honor of 
our Lady, enlisting the aid of other 
Cordeliers. It is really remarkable 
what these children, too young to be 
Tertiaries, have been doing by way 
of holy enterprise. 

These young Franciscans have 
conducted a contest for poems and 
songs composed by members of the 
confraternity, in honor of St. Fran- 
cis. The most appealing spiritual 
posters portraying the ideals of St. 
Francis, attacking the modern evils 
which beset youth, and advocating 
the opposite virtues, were made by 
these Cordeliers . 


Other Cordelier groups have been 
equally interested in making St. 
Francis known by spreading the 
ideals and principles of Christ and 
the Faith. One Cordelier group 
gathered all demoralizing comic 
books ‘and on Halloween had a public 
burning of them in the schoolyard, 
in protest of attacks on the holy 
innocence of childhood. The read- 
ing of good literature is preached 
and practiced by the Cordeliers. 


The Cordeliers in many parts of 
our country have in their little way 
given time and thought to the Cath- 
olic Rural Life Movement, and in as 
far as they are able, are living out 
the ideas of the first conservationist 
and lover of life, St. Francis. The 
beauty of nature is better appreci- 
ated when seen through the eyes of 
St. Francis, with God in the picture. 
All that is living, is loved and cul- 


tivated by these children.. Bird 
houses have been made for their 
little sisters the birds, and food is 
provided for them by these little 
Franciscans. 

“Cordelier Communion Sunday” 
is the new manner in which the gen- 
eral communion Sunday of the chil- 
dren is now announced. In some pla- 
ces there is a procession during 
which the Cordeliers sing the Litany 
of the saints. The Cordelier ban- 
ner with the Franciscan coat of 
arms, is a thing of simple beauty 
and is placed near the sanctuary. 

The St. Christopher or Christ- 
bearer Cordeliers have charge of the 
crossings on the children’s way to 
and from school. 

The Knights of the Altar serve 
Holy Mass, and they have their own 
little society within the Cordeliers. 
These lads are particularly proud 
of their record during the summer 
months and the Saturday Masses. 

The Cordelier choir takes the 
responsibility for singing the Divine 
Praises. 

They have special charts on which — 
attendance records are kept. Per- 
fect records are accorded privileges 
and prizes. 

St. Francis loved the outdoors, 
and the Cordeliers have their outing 
during the school year as well as 
during the summer months. | 

Guide the youth, and you shape 
the destiny of the world. What 
better guidance can we give youth 
than to guide them in the way and | 
spirit of St. Francis? We must 
lead them to St. Francis, and in him 
and with him they will find Christ. ® 
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NO MAN APPRECIATED FRIENDSHIP 
more than St. Augustin. Through- 
out his checkered career from sin to 
sanctity friends played an important 
role. Sinful companions had made 

a sinner of Augustin. Talks with 
Simplician and Pontitian, devout 
Christian scholars, confirmed his 
' resolution to join the Church. His 
Confessions reveal what friendship 
ean do. Also as bishop of Hippo, 
| Augustin gathered about him pious 
men who lived a common life with 
him. 

Next to the family there is no rel- 
— ation so universal as friendship. In 
Christian annals we find friendship 
again and again leading men to sanc- 
tity. John brought James to Christ, 
Ignatius led Xavier to the missions, 
Francis de Sales guided Jane du 
Chantal. 

How can we sanctify companion- 
ship? Christianity, being a true 
philosophy of life, will also provide 
the means to sanctifying natural 
human associations. 

To keep friendship wholesome and 
sanctify it, we must keep in mind 
the nature of our fellowman and 
our relations to him. Pius XII, in 
Summi Pontificatus, gives us the 
key when he says: “All of us have 
the same human nature, the same 
supernatural destiny, and all of us 
are brothers of the one Christ.” For 
us this means we must: 

1. Love all people without excep- 
tion, be ready to wish them and do 
for them what is right before God. 
“Tf anyone says, I love God, and 
hates his brother, he is a liar. For 
how can he who does not love his 
brother whom he sees, love God, 
whom he does not see?” (lJn. 4, 
19). Stumbling-blocks in this line 
are combating hatred for racial min- 
orities in our circle, and conserving 
the bond of love with those who 
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: HOLY FRIENDSHIP 
Tertiary Youth Outlets, by Fr. 


Cosmas Herndel O.F.M. (5). 


have harmed us. 

2. Cultivate friendships that are 
lasting, unselfish, mutually helpful 
for time and eternity. Choose your 
friends. Mere accident may not 
guide your associations. If you are 
seeking a companion for marriage, a 
good Catholic party is your only 
choice; in marriage the partners 
share life to its fullest, and their re- 
ligious life above all must be har- 
monious. Other friends should be 
of like age, talents, interests. You 
will find such people in your parish 
clubs; join them. Decent, helpful, 
industrious, alert, charitable friends 
will help train and exercise all that 
is good in you. Not everyone who 
indulges thee, is thy friend; not 
everyone who chastises thee, is 
thine enemy, warns St. Augustin 
(Ep. 93, 4). 

3. Sanctify our friendship. Make 
it a workshop for exercising virtues 
and increasing in grace. Friends 
share ideas, conversation, projects, 
recreation. Make it a point to ad- 
vance moral, useful observations in 
individual and group companion- 
ships. You do not have to be a wet 
blanket, nor the local philosopher, 
for that. But be alert to the Ca- 
tholic viewpoint on life’s problems, 
and ready to present it. This means 
you have to read and think Catholic 
material. And when the question of 
plans arises, suggest wholesome re- 
creations, and Catholic activity — 
help for those in trouble, guidance 
for those in doubt, alertness for con- 
verts to the Faith. 

Christianity can be lived. When 
we associate with others, let our 
companionship help us and our as- 
sociates come closer to God and to 
Heaven. Christian friendship must 
be an intensification of Christian 
charity and a reflex of our love of 
God. 9 
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GOD OUR HELPER 
The Spiritual Life in brief chats by Fr. Juvenal Emanuel O.F.M. (5). 


THE LOT OF THE JEWS IN EGyPT 
was hard. They were treated like 
slaves. They yearned to return to 
their homeland, but the Egyptians 
would not let them. God came to 
their rescue, for they were his 
chosen people. He commanded Mo- 
ses to lead the Jews out of Egypt 
into the Promised Land. 

But now Moses was_ helpless. 
How could he induce the mighty 
king to let the Jews leave? But God 
sent the plagues to Egypt, freed the 
Jews, fed them miraculously with 
manna and gave them drink in the 
desert, helped them drive their en- 
emies out of Palestine. 

God lives in you too as your 
helper. He is willing to help you as 
he helped the Jews. St. Paul under- 
stood well how dependent we are on 
God. He declared that of himself 
he could do nothing worthwhile, but 
he also said: “I can do all things in 
him who strengthens me.” He put 
his whole trust in his Divine Helper, 
and then he did not claim the credit 
for himself! 


When you are good and do good, 
you pat yourself on the back. 
Would it not be more proper and 
true to give the credit and thanks to 
your Divine Helper? Because St. 
Paul was so appreciative, God gave 
him ever more and more help. 


Your teacher explains to you how 
arithmetic problems are to be 
worked, but she does not work them 
for you; you would never learn if 
she did. So the Divine Helper has 
shown you how to be good, but you 
have to do your share. If you know 
you will do wrong in bad company, 
you cannot expect God then to keep 
you from sin. If you look at bad 
pictures and listen to bad stories, 
you cannot expect God to keep from 
you nasty thoughts and desires. 
That is your bad will. God helps 


you, but does not force you to be 
good. 

In the garden of Portiuncula con- 
vent in Assisi, there is a rosebush 
that has spotted leaves as though 
sprinkled with blood. That rose- 
bush is over seven hundred years 
old. One time St. Francis was pes- 
tered with bad temptations. He 
rushed into the garden, and rolled 
in the thorns of the rosebush. That 
drove away the temptations. From 
that time on the leaves of that rose- 
bush have been spotted. They serve 
as a constant warning that like St. 
Francis we have to do our part. 

The Divine Helper not only aids 
you to be good, but also protects 
your health and helps you in your 
school work. But do not ask God to 
perform miracles if you do not work 
with him. If you do not observe 
the ordinary rules of sanitation, and 
keep proper hours, if you gorge 
yourself with food and sweetmeats, 
you cannot expect God to save you 
from sickness. Perhaps you neg- 
lect your studies and homework, but 
shortly before examinations you be- 
gin to get uneasy; you start praying 
and you receive Holy Communion 
daily. You want Divine help to 
make good for your neglect. Would 
that be fair to those who study 
hard all year? God helps those who 
help themselves. 

It may happen that people say 
things about you that are not true. 
Or you are reprimanded and pun- 
ished for things you did not do. 
You feel blue. You confide your 
troubles to friends; that is why you 
have friends. But as a rule they 
cannot do much about it except feel 
sorry for you. 


Would you not fare much better if 
you turned to your Divine Helper? 
He knows how it feels to suffer in- 
nocently. He will help you triumph 
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if you put your whole trust in him. 
He wants to help you, he is able to 
help you; and more than that, he 
was promised to do so. He cannot 
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break a promise. But the promise 
holds good only if you do your part. 


He will help you only in so far as 
you work with him. 


OFFSETTING MISCHIEF 


BOOKS 
AND WHAT’S IN THEM 


FOR EVERY BEST SELLER OF THE 
filth or vulgarity catering type, 
' there is a decent book or two on the 
same subject, so that people who in- 
sist on reading the tainted offering, 
have little more excuse than lack of 
knowlerge or of good will. 


Or of disciplined taste! For our 
tastes in reading need disciplining 
as much as our tastes and emotions 
in any other field. Talking about 
anything we please, hearing any- 
thing we please—we know what 
that involves and to what it leads: 
at its best to idle waste of precious 
time; at its worst to sins of vanity, 
sins against truth, chastity, charity. 
Why should we incline to treat read- 
ing any other way than as subject 
to the same requirements of virtue 
and worthwhileness? 


Good books cannot offer nature 
the things that suit its passions, and 
reading that serves a worthwhile 
purpose, must aim with contents and 
style at something better than grati- 
fying the reader’s yen for seeing his 
name in print, or that of his club or 
set, or seeing recorded for his idle 
delectation what he already knows 
and has witnessed. One reason 
why we as a people are getting no- 
where, is our partly infantile, partly 
depraved taste in reading. What is 
really worthwhile in thought, con- 
structive toward moral and social as 
well as intellectual improvement, is 
passed up. What little time we set 
for reading, is given over to the idle, 


LEADERS 
MUST BE READERS 


the silly, the local, the personal, if 
not to the utterly vile and sinful. 
Books and magazines of an informa- 
tive, constructive kind have no ap- 
peal for us, interiorly we lack better 
aspiration and character. 


But that is not what we began to 
say. We meant to say that there 
is still another fine, true and impres- 
sive life of St. Paul available, in 
Igino Giordani’s St. Paul Apostle 
and Martyr. You must, of course, 
read it without the hope of thrilling 
to blasphemy, salaciousness, and 
sensational falsehood. You must 
read it because you want to instruct 
yourself on the life, the work, and 
the writings of a man inspired by 
God; read it in order to bring your 
own mind and heart nearer to God. 
Things of this sort cannot stoop to 
comic-strip illustration and _ lan- 
guage; to lift the public up, they 
must take their stand on a higher 
and firmer level than the public in- 
clines to take. At the same time, 
unless your mental capacity is that 
of a school child or less, the terms 
and thought are entirely within 
your grasp. All you need is to train 
your taste to the worthwhile. This 
book has the additional attraction 
of reading like an adventure story 
due to the colorful career and death 
of the saint who is its subject. 
Macmillan, 300 pages. $2.50. e 


It is a mistake to regard the New 
Testament as a dead sort of thing 
from the human interest standpoint. 
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So says Father Mueller in the fore- 
word of his They Knew Christ. He 
then proceeds to describe the life 
and character of some seventeen 
persons of the New Testament 
(other than the Apostles, whom he 
has treated in a previous book), all 
in such a way that their counter- 
parts in modern life, even in our own 
life, are readily recognized. Some- 
thing to help cultivate in us both 
taste, understanding and application 
of the inspired word of God. Bruce. 
210 pages. $2.00. ® 


The Peacemaker, by John M. Haf- 
fert, is the life story of Bl. Nuno 
Alvarez Pereira, military leader of 
15th-century Portugal. The life is 
a tissue of bravery and adventure in 
the face of odds, of diplomatic suc- 
cesses and of holiness, including the 
ideal of patriotism. Beatified in 
1918, soon after the apparitions of 
Fatima, Blessed Nuno connects, 
both on account of his earthly ca- 
reer and his devotion to the Blessed 
Mother of the Rosary and the Scap- 
ular, with the story of Fatima. As 
Bl. Nuno so often repeated: “The 
Blessed Virgin can save the world!” 
The Scapular Press. 220 pages, 
$2.50. ® 


Franciscan Herald Press are the 
publishers of A Primer of Christian 
Perfection for Everybody. It takes 
as its premise the fact that Christ- 
ian perfection is both meant for 
everybody and attainable by every- 
body. It builds up the structure of 
Christian perfection with sanctify- 
ing grace as the aim and foundation 
—acquiring it, maintaining it, de- 
veloping it, perfecting it. It pur- 
sues its theme with the avoidance of 
technical terms and learned cita- 
tions. It illustrates and points its 
matter with continued reference to 
modern conditions, personal, social, 
universal, and to the Franciscan 
ideal. 184 pages. $1.00 paper, 
$1.50 cloth. ® 
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“T cannot meditate!” How often 
the complaint comes from the lips 
of people whose very vocation is 
bound up with meditation and con- 
verse with God. Books like Whom 
Thou Seekest, by an anonymous 
author (Macmillan, 230 pages, 
$2.00), ‘help remove the complaint. 
Here are 78 meditations on vital 
truths, not outlined or served up in 
points, but actually carried through 
in meditative, prayerful discourse 
with our Lord. Brief enough for 
five-minute periods, easily expan- 
dable to a half hour. For the gen- 
eral reader. eo 


The National Catholic Almanac 
for 1946 (St. Anthony Guild Press, 
$1.50 paper, $2.00 cloth) needs no 
introduction to FORUM readers. For 
forty years the Almanac has made 
its welcome annual appearance with 
a wealth of information on subjects 
both Catholic and general, religious 
and secular, closely packed in 800 
pages, largely double-column. The 
special feature is the information on 
current and shifting data which can 
be found nowhere else, facts and 
statistics that everybody would like 
to know but cannot lay his finger 
on. But of course there is also 
much enduring information on 
Catholic doctrine and practice, his- 
tory, organization, activity in mis- 
sions, education, press, social en- 
deavor; as well as on civil govern- 
ment and law, art and literature, 
science, radio, sports, the War. A 
reference piece of the indispensable 
kind. r 


Dr. Anna Dengel of the Catholic 
Medical Missionaries is the author 
of Mission for Samaritans (Bruce, 
130 pages, $1.75). In three chap- 
ters the aim and history of medical 
mission work is given. Then follow 
seven chapters surveying achieve- 
ments and opportunities in Africa, 
India, China, the Pacific isles, Latin 
America, the North American Indi- 
ans, the Negro, and underprivileged 
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| white groups. Photographic illus- 
trations add to the interest gas 
information. 


A new edition of Glories of ne 
Franciscan Order, originallv by Fr. 
Francis Borgia Steck O.#.M., is on 
the market, with facts and statistics 
brought up to the latest available 
data (Franciscan Herald Press, 120 
pages, 20 cents, paper cover). It is 
a brief pamphlet summary of the 
history and activitiy of the various 
orders of St. Francis, past and pre- 
sent, with special reference to the 
Order of Friars Minor or Francis- 
cans simply so called. Especially 
valuable are the parts dealing with 
the thistory and spirit of the Poor 
Clares and of the Third Order Secu- 

lar and Regular. The cover fea- 
tures the Discovery. @ 

Something a little different in 
parish histories is Rev. Frederick A. 
Houck’s Biographical Sketch of St. 
Ann’s Parish Toledo (1898 to date), 
composed in ordinary book style 
(118 pages, $1.00). 6 

The Lance of Longinus, by Prince 
Hubertus zu Loewenstein (Macmill- 
an, $2.00), is a novel based on the 
legend of St. Longinus, the centur- 
ion who pierced the side of Christ 
crucified and with that act emerged 
from the haze and maze of pagan 
superstition into the light of the 
Faith. The author brings an a- 
mount of historic lore to bear on the 
story. But especially interesting is 
the parallelism drawn between the 
day of our Lord and our day, with 
on one hand the skepticism and ef- 
feminacy of a decaying civilization, 
and on the other the sincere quest of 
truth on the part of the few. © 

Fr. Leo Rebellato O.F.M. is the 
author of two Fatima leaflets, both 
in Italian and in English, entitled 
The Apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima, and The Five First Satur- 
days of the Month in Honor of the 
Immaculate Heart. 14 N. cue 
Street., Boston, Mass. 
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The December 1945 number of 
Franciscan Studies, quarterly publi- 
cation of the Franciscan Education- 
al Conference, is devoted to Alex- 
ander of Hales of the Order of St. 
Francis. 1945 marked the 700th 
year of the death of Alexander, sur- 
named the Irrefutable Doctor. The 
six leading articles of the number 
deal with: The De Fontibus Paradisi 
of Pope Alexander IV on the Summa 
Theologica of Alexander of Hales, 
by Fr. Robert Prentice O.F.M.; The 
Life of Alexander of Hales and His 
Influence on Medieval Scholasticism, 
by Fr. Raphael M. Huber O.F.M. 
Conv.; The System of Metaphysics 
of Alexander of Hales, by Fr. Philo- 
theus Boehner O.F.M.; A Manu- 
script of Alexander of Hales, by Fr. 
Gaudens E. Mohan O.F.M.; The In- 
tellectus Agens in the Summa of 
Alexander of Hales, by Margaret M. 
Curtin; A Bibliography of Alex- 
ander of Hales (21 pages), by Fr. 
Irenaeus Herscher O.F.M. 16 pages 
of book reviews complete the num- 
ber of 185 reader pages. Subscrip- 
tion by. the year of four ,issues, 
$5.00. ® 


(Concluding p. 142) 

But cultivate my Mother Mary 
with special reverence and love. De- 
clare yourself her child in all humil- 
ity. 

May their zeal inflame your cold- 
ness, their humility shame your 
vanity, their austerity rouse you in 
your laxity, their modesty restrain 
your unbridled passions, their pro- 
longed remorse and their fervent 
acts of penance convert your slug- 
gishness into true devotion. 


When my love cools in you, it is 
time to withdraw from people, to ac- 
quire new fervor with more frequent 
thought of me. ‘When temptation 
rises up against you, it is time to 
hasten to prayer and other spiritual 
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weapons, lest, after you give way to 
nature’s passions, you turn too late 
to find a remedy. 

But above all else, try to humble 
yourself to my will. 

For you cannot please me, regard- 
less of what bodily afflictions and 
other austerities you may embrace, 
unless you couple genuine humility 
and the submission of your judg- 
ment with your zeal, so as not to 
prefer yourself to others but keep 
bearing in mind your own weakness. 
Thus, take up bodily penance for no 
other purpose than to atone for your 
failings and subject your soul to me 
in perfect humility. 

For I have never singled out the 
proud and the presumptuous for my 
servants, but the poor and lowly of 
spirit, who made themselves little 
and foolish for the kingdom of God. 
I caused such to triumph over the 
world and the Devil, inasmuch as all 
the wiles and power of Hell could not 
pull them away from me. I made 
them as brave as lions and as shrewd 
as serpents with the wisdom of my 
Spirit, so that they might carry my 
name to princes and to all the world. 

I could lead them wherever I 
wished with my grace. like simple 
sheep, because my love prevailed in 
them in every respect. So they 
rarely bothered about going abroad 
in public, content with little speech, 
placing little store by human asso- 
ciation except it was to convert them 
with their words or example. See- 
ing they saw not, and hearing they 
heard not. They lived as if they did 
not live in the world, for their souls 
were always at rest in my bosom. 

I glory in people like that, for 
their weakness exalts my power to 
confound the vain world through 
them and to lead poor sinners back 
to sanity with their example, for I 
desire by all means to secure the sal- 
vation of all men. 


(To be continued) 
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(Concluding page 138). 
an. Simile, metaphor, personifica- 
tion, apostrophe, metonymy, alle- 
gory, hyperbole, and all the adorn- 
ments of human conversation and 
literature are used masterfully by 
the learned orator. 


His Biblical lore, his love for Mary 
and his flights of fancy are marve- 
lously displayed in his Marian ser- 
mons. His knowledge of botany, 
zoology, astronomy, geology, his- 
tory and mythology are pressed into 
service to illustrate his doctrine and 
to honor Christ and Mary. His ob- 
servation of nature ranks him as a 
true scientist, and his comparisons 
taken from the animal world drive 
many alesson home. For Mary the 
whole world must be a loyal servant, 
since all is created for her and her 
Divine Son. This is the favorite 
theme of the Franciscan school. 


Anthony compares Mary to an 
olive tree, a precious stone, a cy- 
press, a golden vessel, a temple, the 
sun, the moon, the stars, and a 
heaven of delights. For Anthony 
Mary is a new paradise, a garden of 
sweet flowers, a burning rose-bush 
unharmed by the flames. She is a 
river of grace, a rainbow of mercy 
and hope, a fire of charity, an ark 
of incorruptible cedar wood, a pillar 
of justice, a safe haven for souls 
after shipwreck, and a radiant sun in 
her powers, graces and glory. 


Thus figures and allegories pour 
forth from the rich pen of Padua’s 
writer, just as his blessed and still 
incorrupt tongue praised her. Di- 
rectly and indirectly he sings of her 
immaculate conception, her fulness 
of grace, her perpetual virginity, her 
growth in grace, her Divine matern- 
ity, her ineffable martyrdom at the 
Cross, and her office of Co-redeem- 
er. 


Anthony rejoices in her sweet 
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name, her glorious assumption into 
Heaven, her power with God for our 
good, her exaltation over all other 
creatures, her never ceasing media- 
tion of grace for all men, and her 
mercy to us throughout life and 
even after death. Like another 
Bernard, Anthony cries out to Mary 
as our life, our sweetness and our 
hope. He implores her maternal 
protection for all of us: 

“We entreat thee, O Queen, star 
of the sea, to let your light shine 
upon us, tossed about as we are by 
the tempest, and to conduct us to 
the safe port. Comfort us, we beg 
you, by your presence in our last 
hour, that going forth in peace from 
this place of exile, we may arrive at 
the ineffable joy of Heaven. May 
he grant us this whom you bore in 
your blessed womb and nourished at 
your sacred breast, your Divine Son, 
+o whom be glory and honor for all 
eternity. Amen” (149). 

In another article, please God, we 
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shall see how Anthony defends 
Mary’s great privileges of the Im- 
maculate Conception and the As- 
sumption. 

(Other articles to follow). 


Most Rev. Benigno Migliorini O. 
FM., Bishop of Rieti, has registered 
a vigorous protest against Article 
66 of Italy’s constitution, which 
imposes heavy penalities on priests 
engaging in politics. 

Why, in a supposedly democratic 
country, is anybody and everybody 
free to have a voice in politics, ex- 
cept the group which by and large 
has the best education of them all? 
Doctors, lawyers, teachers, bankers, 
businessmen, manufacturers, trades- 
men, day laborers, down-and-outers 
—hut priests, no! 

As plain Fr. Benigno, Bishop 
Migliorini was onetime commissary 
for the Third Order O.F.M. in 
Italy. e 


ADAM AND EVE 


ON THE ONE side, Adam: 


My wife tells me I am too much away from home. 


My wife tells me I am unnecessarily e 
My wife finds fault with me for spen 


xacting in everything. 
ding certain nights at the club. 


My wife informs me that my talk is too regularly on the common and low side. 
My wife gets furious with me that I like a game or two. 


My wife gets out of humor with me 


children. 


and less about politics. 


On the other hand, Eve: 


My husband has a fancy that I should h 
My husband wants me to love the home more than being abroad. 


for talking to other women at times. 
My wife tells me I should love the home more and give a better example to the 


My wife quarrels with me for not going to Mass and to confession as I should. 
My wife calls me a pagan because I do not want to pray as I should. 
My wife declares it would do me more good if I bothered more about the family 


My wife would like me to spend more time with her and the children.— 


ave the meals ready when he gets home. 


My husband imagines that it is for him to run the house. 

My husband insists I ought to shorten my tongue a little. 

My husband says I waste too much on frills and paint. 

My husband thinks I should take more time to train the children. 

My husband doesn’t want to give me the money I need to run the house. 

My husband tells me to shut up when I tell him to get up earlier. 

My husband says I ought to be more fond of the needle, the broom, and the dust- 


cloth. 


My husband tells me I have an unbearable temper.—From El Serafin de Asis. ® 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 


By an apostolic letter dated Janu- 
ary 16, feast of the Franciscan 
protomartyrs (to which fact the 
letter refers) Pope Pius XII de- 
clared St. Anthony of Padua a Doc- 
tor of the Church. The day was 
fitting; for it was the sight of these 
protomartyrs that gave St. Anthony 
to the Franciscan order. 

The letter stresses St. Anthony’s 
acquaintance with Holy Scripture, 
so apparent in his Sermons, which 
quote the Scriptures so often that 
Pope Pius believes the title of Doc- 
tor Evangelicus—Doctor of the 
Gospel, suits the saint eminently. 

The letter cites Popes Sixtus IV, 
Sixtus V, and Pius XI no less than 
contemporary Gregory IX as bear- 
ing witness to the sacred learning of 
St. Anthony. It points out that 
portions of the Mass and Office of 
St. Anthony have been taken from 
the common of Doctors of the 
Church from the day of St. se teh 
to our day. 


The Canadian province of ee 
Joseph O.F.M. (24) has been pro- 
lific of foreign mission vocations, 
destined notably for the Holy Land, 
for Japan, and for Latin America. 
Among mission prelates of the prov- 
ince The Franciscan Review of 
Montreal enumerates Bishops Co- 
lumban Dreyer, Prosper Durand, 
and Angel Hiral. There were also 
the prefects apostolic in Japan Fr. 
Giles Roy and Ambrose Leblanc. 
Besides there is Bishop Mary An- 
thony Roy, who last year was ap- 
pointed and consecrated bishop of 
the newly established see of Ed- 
mondston N. B. 

Now the name of present Fr. 
Provincial Damase Laberge must be 
added to the list, recently appointed 
prefect apostolic of the new mission 
of the Amazon in northeastern Peru, 
dedicated to St. Joseph. 

Quincy College of Quincy Illinois 
(5), dedicated to St. Francis Solano 


O.F.M., is at this writing launched 
on a $500,000 expansion fund drive. 
It is the first campaign of the kind 
ever launched by this 86-year old 
Franciscan institution. 

The campaign is made necessary 
by heavy enrolment of returning 
servicemen and the desire of ever 
increasing numbers to follow the 
science courses. The main object | 
of the expansion program is a new 
science building. o 


Among the notable libraries of 
the country is Friedsam Memorial 
Library at St. Bonaventure’s Col- 
lege, St. Bonaventure N. Y. (4) Its 
treasures include several thousand 
rare tomes dating from the fif- 
teenth century. 


Its total of some 78,000 volumes 
comprises many photostatic copies 
of antiquarian books formerly 
stored in British libraries and now 
no longer available, due to the de-— 
structive bombings of the war. St. 
Bonaventure’s cooperated in a war- 
time project to photograph every 
page of every book ever printed in 
England. Millions of such pages 
were microfilmed and brought | 
America. 


Of 227 friars of Holy Cross Prov- 
ince O.F.M. Germany in military 
service as of March 1, 1945, some 
134 have since found their way back 
from the service or are now known 
to have died, and 38 others are 
known to be prisoners of war. But 
fifty-five, or one fourth, are still so 
completely missing that nothing at 
all is known of their fate, whether 
dead or prisoners. 


Apply this particular and diminu- 
tive standard of experience to the 
many millions under arms for Ger- 
many during the war, and one gets 
some idea of the inhuman harshness 
of war conditions in our supposedly 
civilized day. It staggers the ima- 
gination and shames the conscience 


‘jof thousands should be shut off from 
tall communication with their fam- 


ilies that the latter can know noth- 


Ving whatever of them. The situa- 


‘tion as to Poland is even worse. 


The world needs nothing so much 


‘jas Christianity, nothing so much as 


i 


St. Francis’ ideal of a Christworthy 


i existance for every man, woman 
} and child on God’s earth. 


By all means at our disposal let us 


ii think, plan, work, and_ sacrifice 
®@ 


toward that ideal. 


The Tertiaries of St. Louis Mo. 
(5) marked their observance of 


{ thanksgiving for the conclusion of 
f the war and of intercession for 


world peace on March 24, with ritual 


i first Vespers for the feast of the . 


Annunciation. An English transla- 
tion of the entire Vesper service was 
placed in the hands of the Tertiaries 
at the expense of the fraternity, the 
same serving as the monthly bulle- 
tin of the fraternity and as a oe 


enir of the occasion. 


Ten junior fraternities of the Chi- 


| cago area, extending as far north as 


Milwaukee and south as Joliet, met 
at Madonna High School Aurora 
March 31. Main speaker was Ter- 
tiary Marion J. Craney of Notre 
Dame on the keynote subject of the 


— meeting, Who Were the Machabees. 


Discussion leaders were Lois Schu- 


- macher, Bruce Longtin and Dolores 


Dahm. Field Secretary Vincent Mc- 
Aloon presented the challenge as to 
how well young Tertiarydom is liv- 
ing up to the title of the New Mach- 
abees. @ 


Province 10 in The Capuchin 
Tertiary for March 1946 lists the 
very active seminary fraternities at 
St. Joseph’s Major Seminary, Yon- 
kers; Sacred Heart Seminary, De- 
troit; St. Francis Major Seminary, 
Milwaukee; and the preparatory 
seminary of the Maryknoll Bavhers, 


Clarks Summit, Pa. 
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Among the oldest Third Order 
fraternities of Province 10 are the 
fraternity at Our Lady of Sorrows, 
New York, founded 1868; at St. 
Francis Church Milwaukee, founded 
1869; and Holy Cross fraternity Mt. 
Calvary Wisconsin, founded 1871. 

Observing the silver, golden, dia- 
mond and centenary jubilees of the 
several fraternities is a good expedi- 
ent to stir interest within and with- 
out the order. ® 

Fr. John Berchmans Wuest (83) 
has been appointed secretary to 
Most Rev. Fr. General Valentin 
Schaaf O.F.M. e 

Fr. William Baldassare O.F.M. 
Cap. is the new commissary of the 
Third Order for Province 11. ® 

Anybody interested in the classic 
Franciscan School lectures of Fr. 
Philotheus Boehner O.F.M. of St. 
Bonaventure’s College, can obtain 
mimeographs of them by contacting 
Fr. Ignatius Brady at Duns Scotus 
College, Nine Mile Road at Ever- 
green, Detroit Michigan. 

The lectures have been rotating 
over a four-year cycle at the sum- 
mer institute at St. Bonaventure’s. 
They include: 1. The Paris School 
Part 1, Alexander of Hales, with a 
general introduction; 2. The Paris 
School, Part 2, John of Rupella and 
St. Bonaventure; 3. The Oxford 
School, Grosseteste and Duns Sco- 
tus; 4. The later Franciscans, Olivi, 
Peter Aureoli, Ockham. 

Fr. Ignatius would appreciate im- 
mediate response especially on the 
number of copies wanted on Duns 
Scotus (perhaps $1.00 per set, un- 
bound), with an indication of any 
desire for the other sets. ® 

Fr. Michael Brown O.F.M. Conv. 
(16) has been achieving remarkable 
successes with his Cordists at St. 
Anthony’s, Louisville, He has the 
Cordists organized into cells from 
the fifth to the eighth grade. 

Among other charities performed 
by them is assisting the helpless at 
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the Little Sisters of the Poor at 
their meals, washing the dishes, and 
entertaining them with song and in- 
strumental music. The boys go to 
the Marine Hospital, distribute mag- 
azines, and help the crippled about. 
It is not fly-by-night enthusiasm, we 
are assured, but has been going on 
for months. ® 


The Conventual Fathers (15) have 
taken over a mission district in Cos- 
ta Rica. The region lies along the 
Pacific adjoining Panama, and cov- 
ers an area 200 miles long and 20 to 
40 miles wide, with centers at 
Sabanilla, Quepos, Puerto Cortez 
and Golfito. 

Fathers Bonaventure Imhoff, 
David Schultz, Bertrand Hodes, 
Basil Corbett, Eugene Zwahl, Ro- 
man Ondecko, Eustace Brossene, 
and Hilary Miketinac compose the 
first band of missionaries to depart 
for the scene. ® 


St. Elzear’s fraternity, Chicago, 
at its January meeting began a 
worthwhile service. Since mothers 
are hhandicaped against attending 
Tertiary meetings on account of lit- 
tle children in the family, arrange- 
ments have been made to have the 
little ones left in care of a Sister in 
an adjoining building while the 
mothers attend the meeting. ® 


Thomas A. Warren, president of 
the Rotary International, at a Chi- 
cago meeting March 11, stressed the 
need of civic education which must 
begin and be supported in the home 
and be based on moral and religious 
principles rather than on the means 
to hold a job in mature years. “If 
I were asked to limit myself to three 
essentials in education, I would not 
choose reading writing and arith- 
metic. I would choose Godliness, 
cleanliness, and a sense of humor.” 

Is one beginning to see the 
light? ) 


THE FORUM | 


Word directly from headquarters | 
O.F.M. Rome, under date Dec. 30, 
1945, says the two first volumes of [ 
the works of Duns Scotus are now 
actually in the press of The Typo- 
graphia Polyglotta Vaticana, but 
can scarcely enter the market in 
1946. ® 


Little attention was given by the} 
press to the death October 22, 1946, , 
of Dr. A. G. Little, the noted British } 
Franciscanist (1863-1945). A pyro- 
duct of famous English and German } 
schools, he publised his first cele 
brated book on Franciscan subjects 3 
in 1892—The Grey Friars of Ox- 
ford (Oxford Historical Society). | 
In 1902 he founded the British So- 
ciety of Franciscan Studies, which 1 
did much to preserve and publishi 
ancient Franciscan manuscripts and} 
keep alive the memory of the de-- 
serving friars who gave them to the; 
world. The society was dissolved in ? 
1937, with the completion of the# 
publications it had set itself to ac-4 
complish. The last of its twenty-4 
two major publications was Francis- 4 
can History and Legend in English 7 
Medieval Art. Other works appear-! 
ing with Dr. Little’s name are: | 
Guide to Franciscan. Studies, Mac- | 
millan, 1920; Introduction of thed 
Observant Friars into England, Ox-:) 
ford University Press, 1924; Studies s} 
in English Franciscan History,” 
Longmans, 1917; Some Recently; 
Discovered Franciscan Documents,’ 
Oxford University Press, 1926; 
Franciscan Essays, Aberdeen Uni-i| 
versity Press, 1912; Houses of thei! 
Order of St. Francis and the Orders 
of St. Clare in the Middle Ages,}) 
British Society of Franciscan Stud-) 
ies, London, 1905; Materials for th 
History of the Franciscan Province) 
of Ireland, Manchester University 
Press, 1920; Roger Bacon Se 
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1914. ’ 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


MAY 


~8. Solemnity of St. Joseph. 

11. Bl. Benedict of Urbino C. 1 Or (Fran) 

AT. ‘St. Paschal Baylon C. 1 Or. 

18. ‘St. Felix of Cantalice C. 1 Or. 

19. St. Theophilus of Corte C. 1 Or (Fran 
end Cap)—St. Ives of Brittany C. 

Te 

20. St. Bernardin of Siena C. 1 Or. 

21. Bil. Crispin of Viterbo C. 1 Or. 

30. Ascension A.G.—P.I.—St. Ferdinand 

Cas Or 
St. Angela Merici V. 3 Or. (Conv. and 


Cap.) 


GENERALLY 


On the day of reception and the day of 
profession. 

On the day of the monthly meeting. 

On two days of the month at choice.* 

_ On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
to the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

On the first Friday of any month. 

On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
month, for attendance at the votive Mass 
of the Immaculate Conception according 
to the rubrics.* 

_ On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
days of the month. Prayers in honor of 


the Immaculate Conception. The first 
Sundays may be observed instead. 

On the seventeenth of any month. Visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- 
votions to St. Paschal. 

On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the 
Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence 
if the Sundays are observed successively. 

On the titular feast of a Franciscan 
church. 

*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only by members whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 

General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 

Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Austoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peccatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 

Any priest having the faculties of the 
diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


OBITUARY 


Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 
members of the three Orders of St. Francis: 


Rey. John D. Salamon, Fr. Peter Cor- 
mier O.F.M. (24), Fr. Cyril Piontek 
O.F.M. (ADK 

Mother M. Mechtilde (4), Sr. M. Vir- 
ginia Le Beau (19), Sr. Ludovica Bart- 
meyer (60), Sr. M. Francis Donovan EG 
Sr. M. Florentine Larosch (57). 

_ Brooklyn: Mary Gibbons, Mary Holfes- 
ter, Mary McPartland. 

Chicago: Rosalie Dulzo, Kate Gallagher, 
Agnes Callahan, Mary Conlin, Anna Cav- 
anaugh, Bridget Grimes, Mary Mitchell, 
Mary Sullivan, Catherine Tobin. 
Cincinnati: Elizabeth Dwenger, Cecilia 
Hampel. 

Cleveland: Amelia Urmetz, Barbara 
‘Szelenyi, Anna Fehrman, Theresa Nemeth. 

Detroit: Francis Rouland, Theresa 
O’Neill. 


East St. Louis: Rose Hickson, John 
Amacher, Eleen Penzhorn. 

Hammond: Mary McFarlane. 

Kansas City: Charles Hains, Leonard 
Resinger. 

Louisville: Mary Madden, Anna Metten, 
Rose Koertner, Elizabeth Pieper, George 
Burkley, Catherine Malone, Caroline Jas- 
per, Frances Klemenz, Catherine Luber, 
Edward Langden. 

Montreal: Mollie McEvoy. 

New Albany: Anna Ricke. 

New York: Anna McGrath, Elizabeth 
Shelly, Mary Latsch, Mary Lynch. 

Quincy: Bernard Maas. 

St. Luois: Anna Hubert, Elizabeth Gut- 
ting, Elizabeth Hoffmeister. 

Washington, Mo.: William 
mann. 


Bruegge- 


Put THe Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


Community or Fraternity. 


Address: THE Forum. 5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 


—— 


St. Anthony Specials 


St. Anthony of Padua: — Biography by Alice Curtayne. Ana 
pealing picture of the world’s saint. A series of vignettes ad 
to the charm of this book. Paper .....--15€ Cloth. = 


ot 
~ ¥ 


i St. Anthony Devotions: ‘The popular manual of devotions in h 
cr of St. Anthony. Suitable for private or public use. 


& 


dard (43 pases 22 a 10c each. $1.10 adoz. $7.50a hi indy 
St. Anthony Statues (5 inches) , nonaceatgatentetde cent jue 80¢ ea 
St. Anthony ROSarieS. 20.65 5.5! sien skeeeteet une er and 75¢_ uM 


St. Anthony-Medals <1... 3520) Ss 03c and 06e ea 


St. Anthony Wall Card: Beautiful embossed picture of S 
thony with the favorite blessing or Brief of St. Anthony. 
AX9 IN). 2.5 tied cae oe 0O5e each. 50¢ a ao7z 


St. Anthony Prayer Leaflet: Popular daily prayers to Saint An 
thony. For your prayerbook. The reverse side bears t¢ 
ture of St. Anthony among poor children... 40c a hun 


OOK ac ajeneesaeenstin Shenae Ct en dnaet tenes Aa a $1.0 


Special Quantity Prices Postage Extra. 
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